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Welcome Back!
Our dear Michael Oak Community
A very warm welcome to 2021. Never in our wildest dreams
could we have imagined a year like 2020. A global pandemic
forcing us to isolate ourselves physically and causing
countless deaths, sickness and heartbreak, even here in the
heart of our school. Together we mourn the passing of Tata
Wilmoht Mathimba’s wife and mother of Chris Mathimba as
well as the passing of Julia Mantashe’s husband.
Hoping that this year would be different was probably on
everyone's wish list for 2021. Unfortunately, it was just before
the original opening date of our school that we received the
government’s notification that the physical opening of all
schools would be delayed until 15 February. Michael Oak
then took the hard decision to have distance learning for the
first three weeks and delay our start by a week. This was
devastating news for all of us, but necessary in the context of
the new, more contagious strain of the virus. We used this
extra week to prepare for distance learning and to help our
staff gather themselves, by meeting regularly, having
workshops and studying together.
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A New Year,
a New Beginning
In addition to teacher enrichment sessions and moving
into new classroom spaces, our teachers spent much
time this week preparing take-home work packs for
their classes. These were collected by students and
parents at the school gates this morning.

It was with sadness that we learnt of Mev Estelle Geldenhuys’
resignation at the end of last year. As a school we want to
thank her for the years of service to the school, the children
and the community of Michael Oak and wish her well.
We also take the opportunity to welcome new staff members
Takalani Mulidzi and Sarah Ferguson-Brown who will be
taking on maths and art in the high school.
The different faculties have sent information to you, the
parents, informing you of how we will tackle these next few
weeks and we ask your patience and indulgence, your
support and your commitment to help us navigate these
unpredictable times that we live in.
Michael Oak staff have pledged through our interactions this
week that we will strive to work and fight together, show the
world that we will be a beacon of light for our community
and most importantly, for our children.

High school teachers were ready
from sunrise so students could
collect their work packs. Mr
McLeod was on hand to do the
Covid check at the top gate.

Sarang and Dae-Yang Townsend were the
first to collect their packs.

Warm greetings
Roy Davids, on behalf of the College of Teachers

Office / Reception Hours
From Monday 25 January the Office and Reception
will be open from 08h00 until 14h00.
Due to Covid-19 protocols, parents and visitors are
unfortunately not yet allowed on school property.
Should you need to visit, please make an appointment
(phone 021 797 9728) and wait at the main gate.

Primary school teachers handed out work packs to parents at the main gate.
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Recipe instructions for the Class Sevens

High School
Prospectus
The new High School Prospectus
(digital version) is available for
download (5.5MB).
See 'Latest Posts' on our website
(www.michaeloak.org.za) or click
on the image at right.
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Oval Transformed
As the number of children at our school increased over the years,
the 'foot traffic' on the Oval reduced the grass surface to a
dustbowl. Many landscaping experts were consulted and attempts
were made using different varieties of grass, but towards the end of
2020 the decision was taken to create an artificial surface enclosed
by a brick pathway.
Contractors started work on Monday 4 January and the work was
completed at the beginning of this week. The new Oval was used
for the first time on Tuesday morning when teachers gathered at
the start of the day for the Morning Verse (top photo).

Above: The condition of the Oval at the start of work on 4 January.
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Welcome to Michael Oak!
We welcome the following families to our school:

DIY: Please Update Your
Details on our Database
Dear Parents & Guardians
We wish to encourage all parents to check their personal details
on our database via the Edana App. It is essential to update your
family/personal information if and where necessary in order for
us to contact you in case of emergency. For those parents who
haven’t managed to download the app, please follow the steps
below.
Download the Edana parent portal app from https://
play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.edadmin.parentapp onto your mobile device
from Playstore :

https://play.google.com/?hl=en&tab=r8&authuser=0
Open your Edana parent portal.
The unique Code to use is 622684
Register by using your cellphone number or email address. You
will be sent a once off code via the method of registration that
you selected for instant access.
Click on My Profile and make changes if necessary. You may
activate the “Directory Share” option if you want your contact
details to be visible to other parents.
PS: For those Parents unable to access the app. forward your
updated details (address, cell, email) to info@michaeloak.org.za
Kind regards

Faiza Abdurahman

Lost
Property
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Community
Notices
Please send all adverts to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

LOOKING FOR
ACCOMMODATION
CLOSE TO SCHOOL
Hi! I'm Takalani Mulidzi, the new High School
Maths teacher, and I'm looking for a place to
stay in the area, hopefully close to Michael
Oak. If you can help please contact me on
076 047 4404. Thanks!

6

EXTRAMURAL ART FOR MICHAEL OAK : TERM 1, 2021
With the second wave and the closure of schools, we
will start off remotely, with Zoom or without Zoom,
both in a child-friendly way. Materials and equipment
are supplied if needed.
1st term projects: The programme is still to be
finalised, and will include a variety of 3-D and 2-D
projects on marine and other themes, using different
techniques and materials (chalk pastels, paints,
mixed media, sketching equipment, etc.). There will
be depth in the introductions for the projects, and
artworks shown.
Last term’s projects included artworks inspired by
recent travel and outings in various media
(watercolour paints, ink tablets, liquid inks, pencils),
as well as outdoor painting and sketching with a
similar variety of media. See accompanying
photographs of artworks.
Projects are age appropriate with differentiation as
to what the younger and older pupils do. The
emphasis is on fostering creativity, self-esteem and
enjoyment of art, while learning techniques and a
sense of aesthetics. Generally on offer are a variety
of media, themes and 2-D and 3-D projects, including
those about the natural environment (Sue’s
speciality), and inspired by South African, African and
other artists, as well as current exhibitions (such as
at Norval Foundation Art Museum). Do remember
you can put in requests.

Provisional days and times for the 1st
term's art classes, (8 weeks):
1 session per week. Maximum 6 per class. Children
may join in later (pro-rata fees), and catch up missed
lessons. Lesson times will be consolidated later.
• Wednesday 2.45pm - 3.45pm or 4.15pm - 5.15pm
• Thursday 2.30pm – 3.30pm or 4.00pm - 5.00pm
• Friday 2.30pm - 3.30pm or 4.00pm - 5.00pm
• Saturday 10.30am – 11.30am or 12pm to 1pm
Zoomless remote classes can be done at any time.
Fees are R940 a term (still a reduction from the
beginning of last year), including materials needed
and firing. Visitors or ‘try-out’ pupils are welcome at
R120 a lesson.

For more information, contact Sue
[MPhil in Education (Teaching) UCT
and trained Waldorf teacher].
Phone: 021-7946609;
WhatsApp messages: 083-2377242;
email snepgen@xsinet.co.za
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ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET:
Donations for Community
Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer
a contribution to our Bursary Fund. Minimum
donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900, Acc. No.:
071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published in the Leaflet for a
maximum of 3 insertions per term.

DEADLINE for all adverts is
Thursday 12 noon

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

