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Class 12 Drama
THE PHYSICISTS
Wednesday 26 – Saturday 29 May

from 2-4pm
Details to follow

SPARE MASKS
NEEDED
Dear Parents, Please
remember that children
need to bring their own
spare masks to school as
we no longer supply
surgical masks. Thank You!

Welcome to
Michael Oak!
This week Amarah
Edwards joined us in Class
9. Welcome to Michael
Oak, Amarah!

Aftercare
Procedure
A reminder that all Primary
School learners are
required to be collected
within 20 minutes of school
ending times. After that
time period they are
required to attend
Aftercare. The only
exception to this is if they
are under organised adult
supervision (parents,
caregivers or au pairs) and
in these instances they are
permitted to wait on the
side field.

FOUND
A Huawei cellphone has
been found. Please claim
from Faiza at Reception.

We wish all our
Muslim Families a
Joyous
Eid Mubarak

The Class 12s are earnestly engaged in the final stages of
preparation for imminent curtains-up. The 12s have taken
hold of the play and have forged a powerful presentation of
this demanding drama.
The play is a satire and, while dealing with serious issues,
remains humorous and highly entertaining. Please feel free
to support the class who have put in a huge amount of work
in preparing to hold an audience spell-bound.
Even taking into account the proper spacing of seats, we
have plenty of space to accommodate a substantial
audience. Come to support and encourage our 12s, but also
to be grippingly entertained!
We will not be taking bookings as previously stated as we
have plenty of room. The usual protocols for entry will be in place. Note that an age restriction of 10 years
is suggested. There will be a donation requested.
*********
The Physicists is a popular and widely-performed satiric drama written in 1961 by Swiss writer Friedrich
Dὓrrenmatt. Informed by the Second World War and the many recent advances in science and nuclear
technology, the play deals with questions of scientific ethics and humanity's ability to handle its intellectual
responsibilities. Dürrenmatt ambitiously considers the topics of science, reason, miracles, power, and
sanity in The Physicists, a philosophical treatise in the form of an old-fashioned mystery.
The play is set in a mental asylum, where police investigate the murder of two nurses who were assigned
to three inmates, all physicists. One of them imagines himself to be in contact with King Solomon. The
other two maintain they are Newton and Einstein. As the motivation behind the murders becomes clear,
the audience finds itself in a dizzying world where the insane may, in fact, be making the most rational
choice in response to a world gone mad and the police and nurses may be more insane than the residents
of the asylum.
With eloquent brevity, Dürrenmatt’s play reveals the paradox of the twentieth century: at the supposed
apex of reason and science, and
under the banner of scientific and
social progress, humanity became
guilty of some of the most barbaric
atrocities ever committed. Recent
breakthroughs in nuclear physics
were testimony to human ingenuity
and scientific advancement, and at
the same time allowed for weapons
of unprecedented destructiveness.
The Physicists casts crippling doubt
on the likelihood that either
scientists or politicians would be able
to responsibly wield the power of
science — a message well suited for
its post-war audience and of lasting
relevance today.
Graham Scannell
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Procedures Regarding After Hours bookings
Dear Parents,
The following procedure has been approved by the COVID team:

Booking an After Hours event / meeting on the school premises:
• Teacher / class link must book date, time and location with Claire Walter at reception
(cwalter@michaeloak.org.za).
• Indoor meetings are limited to 15 parents per classroom / 125 in the hall.
• If an activity can take place outdoors, that is preferred.
• If children are also in attendance, they must limit their play area to wherever their
class normally plays.
• All Covid protocols to be adhered to according to the SOPs.
• The school will ensure that a register, thermometer and sanitiser will be available at
the venue. One individual in attendance must be responsible for the COVID protocols
being followed (masks, social distancing, register and sanitising).
• Security, and/or parking on the basketball court can be arranged for the duration of
the event / meeting.

Photograph Order
Envelopes
The Prestige Photograph Order Envelope was
handed to your child this week. Please follow
up with your child or check their bag.
The envelope needs to be returned to school
by 31 May, together with the correct payment.
For EFT payments: Proof of payment must be
placed inside the envelope. Please follow the
instructions on the back of the envelope to
ensure your order is processed correctly.
Michael Oak will be giving each learner a class
photograph. Should you require another class
photograph you will need to order the All-inone or Value Pack. There are a variety of other
purchasing options available on the envelope.
Please contact Claire Walter should you
require any further information.

The Covid Team

Class 12 Play Festival

Rehearsal in the hall and the arrival of more stage props
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In the High School Area

Left:
Coach Koﬁ
joins in the
action.
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Renaissance Portraits ‐‐ by Class 7

See also pages 5‐7 and 9

Download an A4
version of this Big
Walk document
and Sponsorship
Form HERE
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OPEN DIALOGUE ‐‐ A Parent Initiative
Report back on the the Open Dialogue
Meeting at Michael Oak
By Sue Davidoff

12 parents gathered on Saturday 8th May, 2 – 5pm, with the
intention to begin more formal dialoguing as a school community
around the subject of Covid19, and its impact on the students,
children, parents, and teachers. The emphasis was on finding ways
to engage in empathic dialogue, as a way of dealing with any
feelings of ‘polarisation’ that may have occurred since the first
lockdown in March 2020. The gathering was facilitated by Daniel
Baum and me, as members of the broader Waldorf community not
currently involved with Michael Oak.
The meeting on Saturday was, for me, a very moving testimony to
the deep wish that parents hold to be part of the forming of the
life of Michael Oak School; to be participant in the shaping of the
community in these challenging times. I was really moved by the
way in which everyone opened themselves, speaking from the
heart, and the deep and resonant respect which created a
container for future dialogue and conversation. It felt as though
this was a beginning for a very necessary and important process
of recreating the sense of belonging and purpose which is so
intrinsic to Waldorf Education.
Trust can only be built through trusting ourselves in the first
instance, and committing ourselves to practising trust-building in
every moment and every interaction, every encounter. Trust lives
in the practice, in the doing; indeed, trust is more a verb than a
noun. We ‘do trust’ by being trustworthy, and by unconditional
regard for the sovereignty and responsibility of everyone in our
midst. We ‘do trust’ by naming what needs to be said – that which
gets in the way and obstructs openness. Trust builds resilience,
and is itself built through intentional dialogue, and ongoing selfreflection. There cannot be trust without creating and being in
relationship. In a Waldorf or Anthroposophical community, there
can be no ‘we’; our humanity is predicated on the development of
our human ‘I’. I can only speak for myself, and meet you in your
humanity, out of my own individuality.
Polarity is necessary to create the spark in which life can be born.
We need not shy away from it. Dancing and navigating our way
between the polarities keeps us in movement, in growth and in
integration. We become stuck when we don’t allow this dance to
be there, and this is when ‘polarisation’ occurs. Our shared voices,
hearing various perspectives, inviting difference is the life and
transformation of our Selves and our community.
The call to meet as responsible individuals, caring for the
community, strengthening the community and being
strengthened by the community, was expressed and felt very
deeply in this meeting. May it be the first step towards the
gathering of community, with resilience and strength, so that,
indeed, the community can live this verse (with which we began
our meeting), and that all members of this community can meet
one another with respect and openness, in spite of differently held
views:

“A healthy social life is found when, in the mirror of each soul, the
whole community finds its reflection, and when, in the whole
community, the virtue of each one is living.”
- Rudolf Steiner.

6

CLASS 1 Knitting
Learning to knit, with the helping hands
of some Class One parents.
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CLASS 1 Arithmetic

Matric Alumni 2017
We received some news about three of our
matrics from the class of 2017: Ruth
Armstrong, Suzanne Thompson and Troy
Emmerson
They've been busy!

Class Ones have been introduced to Dash Divide,
Twinkle Times, Farmer Plus and Melody Minus

Ruth, Troy and I have had a very busy past few years! Ruth has followed her passions of
photography and ceramics! She has built her own dark room for film photography and will
also begin working for an amazing local film company within the next month. She has also
been creating beautiful ceramics which she will soon begin to sell.
A couple of years ago she went to Norway for 3 months and au paired as well as learnt to be
a sky dive instructor.
After matric, I started working in social media marketing and now have 6 clients I freelance
for full time doing their social media, marketing, sales and business development. Some of
these include Instant Pot South Africa, Sea & Shore jewellery, Shelley Maisel Ceramics, Let it
Rain Films etc. I am also taking a full time post-grad degree at Red & Yellow in Marketing and
Advertising Communications.
Troy, who I am still dating all these years later, taught himself to become a website developer
and is now working for a large advertising agency.
Earlier this year, Ruth and I started our own business called Monthly. which is a business
selling period boxes. Here is a little blurb about our business:
‘Monthly. is passionate about redefining your cyclical period experience through education, tips,
humour, connection and our Monthly. period boxes. Our monthly, subscription and first period
boxes will be filled with self-care necessities. These include organic period essentials, fabulous
handcrafted feel-good products, local artworks, tips, information about your monthly flow and
much more! Our aim is to offer education and suppport for women and their cyclical experience.
Troy built our website, you can check it out here: www.yoursmonthly.co.za.
Warm regards, Suzanne Thomson
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KATHY'S CLASS

Saturday Morning Work Party
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Around the
Kindergarten

Dear Parents
Please can you send your recycling poly
containers to the Tuckshop as we use
them on a daily basis. Thank You!
Jade and Carmen
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Distance Learning Protocol for the
Primary School

12

Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

WALK TO SCHOOL!
HOUSE FOR SALE
20 Wargrave Rd 3 Bedroom House R2,895m. https://www.property24.com/for-sale/
kenilworth/cape-town/western-cape/8669/109920632

HOUSE FOR SALE
Corner Goldbourne & Wargrave R2,675m. View property HERE

HOUSES TO RENT (x2)
44 and 48 Putney Rd. R10,500/m each, excl water, electricity. Contact Graham
Saunders 082 712 3909

ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET:
Donations for Display Adverts and Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution to our Bursary Fund.
Minimum donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900, Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per school term.

DEADLINE for all adverts is Thursday 12 noon
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Continued on next page
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Some Background to “Couch Sessions”
The “Meet & Greet” has become something that I really look forward
to. It’s a meeting time of like-minded people who are working towards
restoration in our communities by working from within their own
circles. These meetings have really started to take on a life of their
own and have evolved into a platform where we have the freedom to
ask questions and where we all learn from each other. A time of
healing and edifying ourselves. It is for this reason that I have changed
the name from “Meet & Greet” to “Couch Sessions”, an informal
setting, where we talk about life’s challenges and the issues we are
faced with daily as men and women in our ﬁght against GBV.
Link to book your seat: http://myshack.co.za/couch-sessions/
Email Lynn at info@myshack.co.za for queries.

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Fresh Fish!
Join our
Fresh Fish WhatsApp Group
to hear about the catch of the day. Caught in local
waters on longline, delivered on ice but not frozen, e.g.
longline tuna (ﬁlleted) for only R80/kg. Expected soon:
yellowﬁn tuna and hake.
How does it work?
Join our Fresh Fish WhatsApp Group by messaging
Luke. When ﬁsh are available you will hear about it
immediately on the group. Then reply to place your
orders.
Contact Luke: 060 699 1157
(Please include your own phone number in the message)

