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Primary
School

All fresh and tinned food collected by Primary and
High students was donated to our sister school,
Zenzeleni Waldorf School in Khayelitsha.

High
School

2020 Term Dates
Term 1: 21 January – 27 March
Term 2: 14 April – 19 June
Term 3: 14 July – 18 September
Term 4: 6 October – 3 December

The 2020 Calendar
Dear Parents
Next year’s school calendar again has dates that do not
exactly overlap with the state schools. We are very
mindful of the need to have corresponding dates as far
as possible but every year there are factors that we
have to accommodate that state schools never need to
think about.

BIG WALK
Saturday 27 April 2019
Save the Date! Sponsorship Forms have been given to all children
in the Pre-school and Primary School. Please encourage your
child/ren to find as many sponsors as possible during the
holidays. More information will be sent next term.

INVIGILATORS WANTED
Michael Oak is looking for Invigilators for the Matric Examinations
from 22 October to 27 November 2019. Previous experience is a
recommendation. Please send a motivational letter to
info@michaeloak.org.za. Closing date is 30 April 2019.

Eco Cotton Bag

Firstly, our Easter break is always somewhat longer
than in state schools because in these days we hold our
Annual Teachers’ Conferences. Then we have to
consider the fact that we have a structure of three- or
four-week main lessons which as far as possible we try
and honour. In addition, because we lose some school
days we try to catch up and sometimes complete a
school week where state schools end on a Wednesday.

Our eco cotton bags have
arrived! The bags will be on
sale for R50 at the Friday
Market from 12h00.

These decisions are never taken lightly and finality is
only reached after trying numerous options and until
we are clear that we have arrived at the most practical
compromise.
The College of Teachers

BECOMING A 'CASH FREE' ZONE
Dear Parents,
Please note that Michael Oak is becoming a CASH FREE ZONE. We are
increasing security at the school and reducing the risk associated
with having cash on the premises, and are therefore attempting to
make the school a “Cash Free Zone”.
Please assist us by making ALL payments using the following options:

EFT into the school’s bank account.

Maths Support
in the High School
Dear Parents
There are various support lessons for Mathematics and
Mathematical Literacy in the High School. These are
available to all our high school students, and there is no
charge.
Roy Davids:

Banking details:
Standard Bank
Account No: 07 187 604 9
Branch Code: 02 51 09
Reference: Your account number on your statement & surname

Debit or Credit Card

For Classes 8, 9 and 10: Wednesday afternoon from 2.30
to 3.30pm.

Derina Wille:
For Class 11: Friday morning from 7.30 to 8am.
For Class 11: Friday afternoon from 1.45 to 2.30pm

Payment at the office.

For Class 12: Wednesday afternoon from 2.30 to 3.30pm.
For Matric: by arrangement

SnapScan
Payment at the office.

Fatima Dennis

The office will be assisting parents with a dedicated time slot to
purchase stationery, sports shirts and crafts on Monday mornings
between 07:30 and 8:30 am, and every Friday at the Friday market
between 12:30 and 14:00, term times only.
Please note that payment of these items will be as above and that
sales will only take place during these dedicated times.

For Class 11 Maths Lit: Friday afternoon from 1.45 to
2.30pm.

Kind regards
Derina Wille -- o.b.o. the Maths Department

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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'Mossy Man' Outing to Kirstenbosch
This morning the Kindergarten went to Kirstenbosch for our much awaited Mossy
Man outing (the playgroup had a separate Apple harvest festival at school).
Mossy Men, for the unenlightened, are the little folk who gather each and every
dew drop to give to the dry and thirsty plants in the heat of summer. They live in
the quietness of mossy glades. So we all went off to help the Mossy Men with their
important work. Each child had a bucket made from a tin can to collect water and
wore a green hat which they had painted a few weeks ago.
It was an endearing sight indeed to watch the green hatted children gently shake
the recently watered plants into their buckets, to gather every drop of water they
could.
On the way to The Dell, which was our destination, we were treated to a wonderful
sight: a couple of little field mice nibbling seeds from a large grass like plant. The
children all stood in silent awe as they watched them busily at their task.
We then played on the stepping stones, looked under plants and in between rocks
to see if we could spot any real Mossy Men (I am sure they all took fright at 60 noisy
children, for none were seen). The plants were nonetheless given a thorough
watering by everyone so I am sure they were grateful for the children’s help.
After a walk to the Boomslang bridge we wended our weary way home, and believe
it or not the little mice were still nibbling on our way back.

Photos: Lesley Palmer and
Anne-Marie Winkelman
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CLASS 7 MAIN LESSON

The Middle
Ages
Having explored the world of Rome in Class 6,
Class Seven spent the second half of this term
learning about life in the Middle Ages.
Alongside creating beautiful Main Lesson books
with illuminated letters, they researched and
constructed items representing aspects of
Medieval times.
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Dads, Dudes & Kids Camp
And just like that, another successful Dads, Dudes
and Kids Camp came to a close. It’s always amazing
how quickly the weekend whizzes by, but what a
spectacular weekend it was! Bonds were forged.
Friendships were deepened. Showers were
shunned.
If we had made a sacrifice to the gods asking for
better weather, the response from on high would
most likely have been, "Are you kidding me?!"
Indeed we were blessed with the most perfect
weather throughout the weekend with clear skies,
sunny days and warm nights being our reality.
While the dam is always the main attraction at the
camp – the children spending most of the day
playing in the water, paddling on kayaks, or riding
the foofy slide – this year saw the introduction of an
epic game of capture the flag which the children
thoroughly enjoyed. By all accounts the perfect
weather made the Saturday morning hike to the
waterfall even more special, and between other
activities like whittling and games of soccer, no one
lacked for entertainment.
We were regaled with campfire stories and songs
(thanks to all involved) and avoided a near mutiny
when the Saturday night story ended on a
cliffhanger. It’s amazing how quickly things can shift
into a Lord of the Flies situation if you’re not careful.
It must be noted that none of the above would have
been possible without the efforts of the Dads,
Dudes and Kids Camp committee who volunteer
their time and energy into making sure the camp
remains a safe, smoothly run operation. I know I
to next page
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Dads, Dudes
& Kids Camp
speak on behalf of all the dads and dudes present
when I say how appreciative we all are.
This year being my final year at the camp for a
while, I was reminded by how invaluable the camp
was as a new Primary School parent trying to break
the ice and get to know the other dads and dudes I
would be interacting with for years to come. You
forget how it was at the beginning and it was
heartening to speak with parents starting their
journey and bring them into the fold.
I was also struck by how different the dynamic was
between me and my child from when we first
started attending the camp. Gone is the little boy
who relied on me to watch over him constantly, or
schlep him across the campsite to the toilet at three
o’ clock in the morning. He has been replaced by a
strong-willed teenager who – while still cherishing
his time alone time with dad – is more than happy to
hang out with his friends and leave said dad to fend
for himself; foraging for food and fighting off bears
(just go with it). I will forever be grateful to the Dad,
Dudes and Kids Camp for giving me this focused
bonding time with my child, and allowing me to
have this perspective.
I cannot wait to begin the adventure again with my
youngest in a few years.
Michael Joseph
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Dads, Dudes & Kids Camp

Grateful thanks to James Cook and Marcel du Plessis for the Photographs
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Eurythmy
Performances
An appreciative audience attended the
Eurythmy last Saturday night,
performed by the visiting Stuttgart
Stage Eurythmy Group. This was
followed by Monday morning's
performance of Grimm's fairytale The
Six Servants for the whole school.

MANDATORY HEARING AND SPEECH TESTING
for KG Biggies ready to progress to class 1 2020, Class 2 and Class 8 learners

Tuesday 16th to Thursday 18th April
Young children can be prone to frequent ear infections and may
have a middle ear infection without knowing it. This may show
itself for example if your child has difficulty taking or following
instructions, acting out behaviourally or not being able to
differentiate sounds (at a crucial time in their learning). It is most
important that any speech and/or hearing problem be detected as
early as possible, in order to monitor or rectify the
situation effectively.
Hearing and Speech Tests will be performed by an experienced
Speech Therapist & Audiologist, Patsy Gevisser from Tuesday
16th to Thursday 18th April. These tests are obligatory for
children moving from Kindergarten to Class 1 in 2020, unless
they are being treated, or were privately tested. All Children in
Class 2 and Class 8 this year will be tested unless you inform us in
writing why this won’t be necessary (please indicate on the reply
slip below). If your child is absent on the day of the test, it will be

necessary for you to have him/her tested privately, and to provide
the teacher with the results for records purposes.
We strongly advise that all learners where there are concerns who have behavioural or academic difficulties, make use of this
screening.
For a nominal fee of R90 your child's speech & hearing can be
tested. The cost will be added to your school fees account. All
parents are invited to make use of this service.
Please note that language skills are not evaluated at this screening
interview. The relevant referrals will be recommended however, where
necessary, and after consultation with the teacher.
This is also not an auditory processing screening.

SPEECH and HEARING TESTS
Reply slip for ALL non‐mandatory learners:
Child’s Name:

………………….........…………………………..

Class :

………………

Please arrange to have my child’s hearing & speech tested.
I agree that the cost of R90 can be added to my school fees account.
Do NOT arrange Hearing & Speech tests. My child’s hearing was tested in 20 ….

Parent’s signature:

…………………………….

Date: …………………
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Beautiful children’s theatre at the Baxter in the holidays!

The award-winning Pillow Fort Theatre and internationally acclaimed
puppet artist Janni Younge present Lumka and Titum-Titum at the Baxter Theatre.
Special discount for Michael Oak parents: R100 for any 2 tickets booked.
Quote “Friends of Lumka” when booking.
Shows at 12 and 2. Bring a picnic lunch and see both shows for less.
LUMKA: Lumka is the story of a little girl who learns to tame her great fear and fly free with her courage. It’s Lumka’s first day of Creche.
While she is out Mama cleans her room and throws Kiki (who is worn and smelly) into a donation bag. What Mama doesn’t realize, is
that Kiki is Lumka’s ally in her nightly battles with the Ingonqongqo, the monster under her bed. When Igonqongqo comes out that
night Lumka discovers new Lion is as scared as she is. It is up to her to save Kiki. She cannot touch the floor and yet she has to reach the
top of the highest cupboard. What ensues is a journey filled with adventures, slightly sticky situations and a realization that her fears
are not always what they first appear to be.
TITUM-TITUM: When Adara learns that she is expecting a child she escapes the city to be with her oldest friend, Nobomi. Beginning
with the sound of a heartbeat, we follow the ups and downs of her pregnancy. From bizarre food cravings to baby’s first kick, this is a
humorous and honest reflection on preparing for new life and creating family in unexpected places.

Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

COME BREATHE IN THE OCEAN:
I am looking for someone to rent my flat in Kalk Bay from end of April (dates to
be confirmed once air ticket booked) to mid October this year. It is a light and
spacious apartment with a view of the sea. It has one bedroom and there is an
enclosed balcony with a single bed too. The rent is R7 000 per month plus
electricity and refuse costs. Please contact Heather Young on 076 649 5056.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
Michael Oak High School teacher, Blessing Mbonambi, looking for a place to rent/
lease in Kenilworth. We are a family of three and will need a two-bedroomed
space, preferably furnished, can pay between R6000 - R9000 p/m. Please contact
Blessing on 078414384.

PIANO TUTOR WANTED
We are looking for a Piano tutor for our daughter, Luna, in Class 1, with classical
and contemporary musical knowledge. Ideally at our home in Claremont, 45
min-1hour, 1 x week, during the MO term. Musical MO students from Class 10-12
are most welcome to contact me. Nadia 0823200733.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Great Brak River: Holiday cottage in seafacing front row position on The Island,
with wide views of river, sea and lagoon.
Enjoy swimming, long shoreline walks,
canoeing, fishing and the abundant bird
and sea life. The cottage has a large
viewing deck, enclosed front stoep, three
bedrooms and can sleep ten.
2019 rates: Off-peak season: R780 p/
night plus R130 p/psn/p/night. Peak
season (Dec/Jan holidays): R1750 p/night
plus R130 p/psn/p/night.
For e-brochure contact: Liz Mackenzie lizmack@iafrica.com or 021 761 8811

ADVERTISEMENTS: Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution to our Bursary Fund.
Minimum donation R30. Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900. Acc. No.: 071885382 Acc Name: Michael Oak School
Fundraising. Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
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CLICK ANYWHERE
on this page to
download the
Primary and High
Term 2 Sports &
Extra-Mural
Programme
and
REPLY SLIPS
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EXTRAMURAL ART CLASSES
We had a lovely 1st term, with much of the art being created
outdoors while we still had the chance (see accompanying
photographs). We started oﬀ with clay sculpture, inspired by
the work of Cape Town’s Samuel Allerton, who creates larger
than life sculptures which show love of the natural
environment. We then moved on to outdoor painting in the
Michael Oak garden, with the children inspired by what they
saw, which always extends what they usually do. Outdoor
etching followed, transformed into magical night settings,
using a scraperboard with a colourful backing in an artistic
manner. We ﬁnished oﬀ with creating sketches of nature
close up.
The emphasis is on fostering creativity, self-esteem and
enjoyment of art, while learning techniques and a sense of
aesthetics. On oﬀer are a variety of media, themes and 2-D
and 3-D projects, including those about the natural
environment (Sue’s speciality), and inspired by South
African, African and other artists.
Projects this coming term include: painting clay work, with
new pupils creating their own clay sculptures; drawing
imaginative buildings; painting with ink; creative weaving
using looms with heddles and shuttles for those who would
like to do that; mixed media artwork; drawing / painting with
a genuine turps and oil pastel technique; as well as creative
artistic collage. There is a diﬀerentiation as to what the
younger and older children do.
Days and times, 2nd term's art classes (1 session per week,
Class 10 room); classes start Friday 12th April; children may
join in the second lesson or later (pro-rata fees), catch up
missed lessons and come to the classroom for art straight
after school:

Term 2, 2019

● Friday 12.55 pm – 1.55 pm (Kindergarten, Classes 1 and
2)
● Friday 2 pm – 3 pm (Classes 3 and 4 mainly, but also
Kindergarten, Classes 1 and 2)
● Friday 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm (an overlap class for Classes 5,
6 and 7)
● Friday 3.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Classes 5, 6 and 7 or higher, as
well as all other classes)
● Saturday 10.30 am – 11.40 am (6 – 13 years)
Also in Constantia (oﬀ Brommersvlei Road) for all age
groups on a Thursday.
Fees are R910 a term, including materials and ﬁring. Visitors
or ‘try-out’ pupils are welcome at R120 a lesson. Detailed
newsletters and ﬂyers can be found in the foyer. For more
information, contact Sue [MPhil in Education (Teaching) UCT
and trained Waldorf teacher].
Phone: 021-7946609; WhatsApp messages: 083-2377242;
email snepgen@xsinet.co.za
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

2019

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday
20

MARCH

Thursday
21

PS Harvest Festival

26

27

PS Primary School

Friday
22

28

APRIL

2
9

3
10

Sunday
24

Nurturing Seeds
Teachers’ Conference
begins

29

30

31

Earth Hour 8.30pm

4
11

5
12

6
13

FinCom

TERM 2 STARTS

HS High School

Saturday

Teachers’ Conference ends

1
8

:::

23

Human Rights’ Day

TERM 1 ENDS
Whole school closes 11h30

25

KG Kindergarten :::

7
14
Craft Day

Class 8 2020 Interviews

15

16

17

18
Hearing Tests

Hearing Tests

19
Hearing Tests

23

21
Easter Sunday

Pesach (first night)

Links Meeting

22

20
Good Friday

24

Family Day

25
Board of Trustees

26

27

UCT Maths Competition

28
Freedom Day

BIG WALK
29

30

MAY

1

High School Forum

6

7

8

14

9

15

21

4

Class 7 Drama
(school performance)

10

5
Class 7 Drama

11
Regional Sharing: Gaia

16

17

18

KG Vision Testing

KG Vision Testing

19
Table Tennis
Tournament

KG Parent Meeting

22

12
Craft Day

National Elections
Voting Day

Class 6 Parents meet

20

3

Workers’ Day

Ramadaan starts

13

2

23

24

25

26

FinCom
PG Parent Meeting

27

28

29

30

31

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

Moak’s 57th Birthday

11

12

13
Board of Trustees
Class 12 Play

17

18

Youth Day Observed

24
1
8
15

JULY

19

Class 10 Job Shadow

25
2
9
16
23

Class 12 Play

20

9

PS Festival

KG Festival

27
4
11
18
Fincom

15
Class 12 Play

21

Class 10 Job Shadow

TERM 3 STARTS

22

14

Class 10 Job Shadow

26
3
10
17

2

Craft Day
Class 7 Medieval
Banquet at CWS

Eid ul Fitr (TBC)

10

JUNE

25

31

1

Youth Day
Class 12 Play

Class 12 Play

22

23

28
5
12
19

29
6
13
20

30
7
14
21

26

27

28

2

3

4

TERM 2 ENDS

Nelson Mandela Day

24

16

Craft Day

Links Meeting

29

30

AUGUST

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

5

6

7

Regional Sharing: MOak

8

9

Class 7 Parents Meet

12

13

14

Eid ul Adha

19

21

High School Forum

26

27
Coming of Age Camp

Shakespeare Week

15
Board of Trustees

20

Shakespeare Week

10

National Women’s Day

16
Raksha Bandhum

22

28
FinCom (Budget)
HS Beach Cleanup
KG Parents meet
Coming of Age Camp
Shakespeare Week

17
Janmashtami

23

PG Parents meet

11

Parent’s Intro Talk

18
Craft Day

24

25

31

1SEPTEMBER

Class 4 Play

29

30

Coming of Age Camp

Coming of Age Camp

Coming of Age Camp

Shakespeare Week

Shakespeare Week

Shakespeare Week

Class 11 Parzival

