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Michael Oak
Waldorf School
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
No. 24
4 Marlow Road Kenilworth 7708 Cape Town

Tel. 021 797 9728

School Closing
REMINDER
Please note that school will be closed for the
day on Friday 17 August due to a staff visioning
workshop taking place.
We apologise for any inconvenience caused
but the staff are looking forward to this intensive
process in the interest of our school.
The College of Teachers
----------------------------------------------------------------

Board of Trustees:
Call for Nominations
The BOT is calling for parents who wish to stand for
election to the Board, to please complete the
Nomination Form on page 3. Please note that the
deadline for nominations is Tuesday 14 August.
----------------------------------------------------------------

Special General Meeting
Please diarise Thursday 13 September.
----------------------------------------------------------------

Applications for Annual
Fee Assistance for 2019

Fax 021 797 1207

info@michaeloak.org.za

8 August 2018
www.michaeloak.org.za

Annual General
Meeting
The 56th Annual General Meeting held last Wednesday, 1 August was
well attended by more than 100 members of the Michael Oak
community.
Reports were submitted by:
Garth Solomon, Chair of Trustees;
Pam Schneider, School Business Manager;
Anne-Marie Winkelman, Chair of the College of Teachers;
C J L’Hoste, on behalf of the Links;
Trinity Loubser, for the High School Forum;
Ushma Mehta, for the Social, Ethics and Transformation Committee;
Wayne de Wet, on behalf of the Finance Committee; and
Mandy Barnett for the Nominations Committee.
Full minutes of the meeting will be available in due course, and the school’s
financial statements are available on request from Lynn Kerchhoff at
Reception.

Parents who wish to apply for fee assistance for 2019
are invited to collect a form from the school Reception
or apply for an electronic version by emailing me at
pschneider@michaeloak.org.za.
These forms need to be completed in full and returned
with the supporting documentation to the School
Business Manager by Friday 24 August 2018. We are
hoping to have this process completed by the end of
term 3.
It is the expectation of the Trustees that parents who
receive this assistance “give back” to the school by
participating in the various groups and activities at
Michael Oak, e.g. “Make a Difference Group”, Library,
crafting, gardening etc.
Participation in and around the school is taken very
seriously when considering applications.
Pam Schneider School Business Manager,
on behalf of the Fee Assistance Committee

Parents and staff members were well represented at the AGM.
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2018 FAIR
The Class Six community continues to work hard with their planning and is
well on track to delivering a fun Fair for all at the end of October.
After a very productive class meeting this week, assisted by Pam and Lynn from the school’s
Admin team in a coordinating role, the class parents are feeling positive and motivated as to
how the Fair will come together. Both Pam and Lynn have many years of experience of coordinating school Fairs and have been freed up to offer their valuable assistance. We are
aware of some practical considerations -- for example, the state of the school site at the
moment! As a class and as individuals, we are all drawing on the many years of learning and
the experienced hands, heads and hearts in our community who “know” what is the Fair.
So please, if you have any positive thoughts or suggestions, send us your “dreams” for us to
hopefully “catch” by emailing fair@michaeloak.org.za, and know that we appreciate your ideas.
PRIZES: The one key area that we would really like assistance with is PRIZES for the various
games …. so if you have any simple suggestions of any cost-effective, Waldorf-friendly prizes
or - better still - a link as to how to make them, please let us know. These may be items your
child made all those years ago for a birthday party, or for their Business Maths Main Lesson, or small treasures you have found and
bought, so do tell us! And of course, if you have any unwanted gifts or items that may be suitable as a Games Prize, please do donate
them to us (and place any donations in the marked area at the office).
Our lovely “Dream Worlds” poster, together with a calendar invite, was sent to you yesterday and should be in your email inboxes so that
you can share this “save the date” with your friends, family, neighbours and colleagues with younger children. We would like to thank
Asher Heyns’ older sister, Ella-Rae in Class 9, for her beautiful Dreamcatcher drawing which forms the backdrop to our poster and the
other marketing materials that are being developed.
For other donations, our hopefully now familiar list of requests is as follows – please enjoy another long weekend to clear out and offer
up any contributions, however small!

Craft Workshop Dates to diarise

List of Requests ...
- shells

25 August

- driftwood
- old cd's / dvd's
- hoola hoops
- gemstones / larger grey-black pebbles
- fishing wire
- raffia lengths
- ribbons / Waldorf wool offcuts
- fabric lengths (floaty, lightweight)
- glass jam jars with lid

15 September (T3 ends 21st)
13 October (T4 starts 8th)
20 October
FAIR DAY 27 October

- old wax crayons
- old candle wax
- beaded wire animals
- books (any)
- unwanted children's 'gifts' that can be
used as prizes
- any good-as-new toys, notepads, games,
purses, jewellery
- Gumtree items
- clay flower pots, any size.

With love and thanks to our Michael Oak community

Class 6

In Memoriam: Etienne Blomerus
After 43 years of selfless service to the Constantia Waldorf School, and to the Waldorf movement in South
Africa, Etienne Blomerus, better known as Mr. B, crossed the threshold on Sunday morning, 5 August.
I first met Mr. B in 1984, when I joined the staff of the Constantia Waldorf School as the groundsman. Etienne
introduced me to the intricacies of mowing the large field with a tractor he ‘built up’ and over cups of coffee rekindled my interest in teaching. Two years later I took my first class one at the school.
Mr.B had a great love for teaching and despite illness kept faithfully to his task and could claim, “There has not
been a single day where I woke up and wished I didn’t have to go to my classroom, when I had to drag my
feet. You know you have been lucky if you can say that.”
Despite his work as a teacher, gardener and groundsman, Mr. B will be remembered by countless children
(and adults) around the world for the wonderful stories he told, all true, of growing up in the Northern Cape
Karoo. These stories have been published in a book entitled, ‘Rocklands, on the old Brits Town Road’, which is
available from the Craft shop at Constantia Waldorf School.
A fitting homage to a wise and gentle man.
Vincent Message
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The Board of Trustees at Michael Oak
How is the school governed?

How does this affect you?

Michael Oak School is run through a partnership between:

If you know someone who has the interests of the school at heart,
is willing to become more involved with its governance processes
and who you think could make a valuable contribution to the
Board, please nominate them (with their consent).

• The College of Teachers (COT) - responsible for the daily running
of the school and all pedagogical matters,
• The Board of Trustees (BOT) - responsible for administrative,
financial and legal matters, including the long-term sustainability
of the school.
The Board of Trustees is made up of teacher and parent trustees,
with a 1:2 ratio. The size of the Board is decided by the BOT. It has
been agreed that the 2018/ 19 BOT will be made up of 4 teacher
and 8 parent trustees.
Trustees meet approximately twice a term and their work is
supported by several sub-committees and working groups
including the Links. Most trustees serve on (or lead) at least one
sub-committee.

How is the Board of Trustees elected?
BOT Members are elected at the School’s AGM, following a
nominations process which is coordinated by a Nominations
Committee (Nom-Com).
Nom-Com is made up of:
• 2 members of the College of Teachers
• 2 members of the current Board of Trustees
• 2 parents from the Links community.
The Chair of the Board of Trustees is elected annually at the first
Trustee meeting following the AGM. The Board can also co-opt
members where needed.
Nom-Com undertook a nominations process over June-July and
presented a proposed list to the Michael Oak School community.

Why don’t we have a new board after the 1 August
AGM?
As all the nominees withdrew from the process just prior to the 1
August AGM, no voting took place. (Please see statement of the
AGM sent via email on 2 August.)

What now?
As mandated by the Trust Deed and the current BOT, Nom-Com is
now restarting the process to find 8 parent Trustees to be put
forward at a Special General Meeting to be held on 13
September 2018.

What needs to be included in a nomination?
1. Complete the below nominations form, signed by both you and
the nominee
2. Please also include a C.V. for the nominee
3. Please also included a half page motivation from the nominee,
setting out why they would like to serve as a trustee and what
they think they can bring to the Board of Trustees
Please include all of this information in your nomination pack and
either hand it in at the Office or email it to
lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za.

What is Nom-Com looking for in a nominee?
The criteria that have been agreed by the Nom-Com are as
follows:
• Skills: Both formal professional and extracurricular involvement
and contributions are to be taken into account.
• Diversity: All elements of diversity are considered, which include
disability, economic, gender, race and social.
• Commitment and Involvement in the school: Understanding of
and commitment to Waldorf education and/or willingness to learn
about Waldorf, including Waldorf management and governance;
An interestthe growth and development of the school
• Continuity: For the board to operate optimally, continuity of skills
and knowledge from existing Trustee members is important.
Learning how this structure works takes time and the
sustainability and success of the school relies on retaining the
institutional knowledge in this space.
• Soft skills: An openness to look at information without prejudice
or personal agenda but with the best interest of the school at the
core, Collaborative thinking and working, Communication and
listening.

What is the deadline for nominations in this round?
Please note that due to the quick turnaround time between
the AGM and the SGM the closing date for nominations is
Tuesday 14 August.

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2018/ 2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
NAME OF NOMINEE:

___________________________________________________________________

NOMINATED BY:

___________________________________________________________________

Motivation for nomination:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of PROPOSER:

______________________________________

Date:

__________________

Signature of NOMINEE:

______________________________________

Date:

__________________

Please submit the nomination form, the nominee’s personal motivation as well as their C.V

All prior nominees who wish to be considered are asked to please re-submit their applications to the nominations committee.
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My Time at Michael Oak
My name is Joshua Boltman, and my journey at this school started almost fourteen years ago, in the nursery.
I have grown up at Michael Oak, but I don’t have many specific memories from the earlier years. I mostly remember general things like
festivals, and the sand-pit. My time in high school has been, for the most part, very enjoyable, and things like the grade 12 plays really
stand out. For me it was a great experience because I enjoyed working closely with a small group, on our play. It felt far more rewarding
to do a play when I was more mature. Throughout high school I always looked forward to choosing my subjects for matric, because I
knew what I wanted to do.
When I think back, my primary school self seems like a different person. My high school years feel like an entirely different life compared
to primary school. Who would have thought that 6 years would feel like such a long time? I mean really? The universe has been around
for 13.8 billion years, so my high school years add up to around 0.000000043% of the time the universe has existed. To give an idea of
how much that is, if I did high school 23 million times it still wouldn’t add up to 1% of the time the universe has been around. I love
science, and knowledge. To me these are ways to explore the things that truly fascinate me. Things like the vastness of the universe, and
how amazing life is.
When I think of what I want to do, I know the answer is learn about the universe. I want understand and comprehend how amazing it is,
even though that is impossible. This helped me choose my subjects, my main three being: Physical Sciences, Life Sciences, and
Mathematics. The subjects have been my favourites and being able to choose my subjects was something I looked forward to for years.
Next year I hope to go to UCT. I intend to study engineering, or finance. I don’t have definite goals for the future. I know I want to be
happy, and be able to support the people I care about. Beyond that I haven’t really been able to decide.
One of the most challenging things this year has been time management. I struggled to maintain good working habits before matric and
so coming into this year I was essentially starting from scratch when it came to managing and planning my homework time.
My advice to future matrics is to plan your time well. Practise planning your time and sticking to your plan. Develop good habits because
poor time management gets in your way throughout the year. One other thing is to enjoy it, and have fun hanging out with your friends.
The teachers at the school have been incredible, and I especially appreciate them putting up with my chatting and constant joking
around.
Joshua Boltman -- Matric 2018

The High School
Forum

Books for the Fair

The High School Forum was established in May
2014 in response to the growing High School –
which had Class 12 students for the first time that
year.
The Forum meets once a term and is open to all
High School parents. Topics for discussion are
requested from parents and from these an agenda
is put together by a Working Group which meets a
week before the Forum meeting.
Previous topics of discussion have included Matric
subject options and the journey of preparation in
classes 8-12, Community Outreach, Homework
expectations and how to manage WhatsApp
groups.
There are always two High School teachers
present who can take relevant issues back to the
HS faculty where necessary.
Minutes are taken and circulated to all High School
parents, the College of Teachers and Board of
Trustees.
Trinity Loubser

"I'd rather be happy than dignified," says the protagonist.
Indeed. Being dignified was rather overrated back in those days...
Found any gems in your reading lately? Please pass them on. If
none, it is clearly time to let other people have a look at your
books... Please bring to the foyer for the Book Stall at the Fair.
And thank you for the amazing books that have been donated
recently!
Derina
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Manenberg Food
Programme
Crate schedule for this term:
Class 7 ( - Wed 8th)
Class 6 (Mon 13th - Fri 17th)
Class 5 (Mon 20th - Fri 24th)
Class 4 (Mon 27th - Fri 31st)
Class 3 (Mon 3rd Sept - Fri 7th)
Class 2 (Mon 10th - Fri 14th)
Class 1 (Mon 17th - Fri 21st)

Thank you, dear parents, for your
ongoing support

Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

BABYSITING OFFERED

Michael Oak TERM DATES 2018
Term 3 – ends on Friday 21 Sep. (HS & PS)
ends on Thursday 20 Sep (PG & KG)
Term 4 – Monday 8 October to Friday 7 December.

TERM DATES 2019

Hi, I’m an ex-Michael oak student and I now go to Springfield convent high
school. I’m 15 and consider myself a very responsible teen. I have two younger
siblings and have often been charged with the job of looking after them, this
involves helping with homework, entertainment, fun games and cooking
healthy yummy meals (my mother can vouch for my kitchen skills!) enjoyed by
the whole family. Like most teenagers I am in need of earning some extra
money and would love to babysit young kids anywhere between the ages of 13
and 5. I am available most nights and on weekends. I am comfortable baby
sitting in the Kenilworth/Claremont area as if there is an emergency my mum
is available for assistance. Contact Ruth Rice at ruthricefarr@gmail.com

LIFT REQUIRED
Ayanda Raubenheimer ( Class 11) is requiring a lift daily from Kommetjie/ Fish
Hoek surrounds to Michael Oak and back to Muizenberg/ Fish Hoek where we
can collect- Please contact Nan 0786191275 or Daniel 0790350954 if you can
offer assistance. Thank you !

Term 1 – Tuesday 22 January to Weds 20 March (HS & PS)
Weds 23 Jan to Weds 20 March (PG & KG)
Term 2 – Tuesday 9 April to Friday 21 June (HS & PS)
Term 3 – Tuesday 16 July to Friday 20 Sep. (HS & PS)
Term 4 – Tuesday 8 October to Friday 6 Dec.

ADVERTISEMENTS:
Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a
contribution to our Bursary Fund.
Minimum donation R30
There is a Donations box at Reception for a donation of your choice.
Alternatively please use the bank account details below for an EFT transfer:
Standard Bank, Branch code: 025109. Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc
Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising. Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will only be
published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.

Opinions in this newsletter belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Constantia Waldorf School invites applications for a

PART TIME PRIMARY SCHOOL
EURYTHMY TEACHER, Classes 1-7
Appointment date: January 2019
The successful applicant must meet the following criteria:
 Have appropriate Eurythmy training
 Have an interest in and identification with the Waldorf ethos of the
school
 Be creative, innovative and enthusiastic
 Have a real interest in children and their development
 Be committed to participate in the collegial life of the school
Having previous experience in teaching Eurythmy at Primary School
level would be an advantage.
Kindly send your letter of application with a Curriculum Vitae to:
The College of Teachers, Constantia Waldorf School,
Spaanschemat River Road, Constantia 7806
Email: admin@waldorfconstantia.co.za
Fax: 0862601221
Closing date for applications: Friday 31 August 2018
If applicants do not hear or receive a response within 14 days of close of
application, it may be understood that the application has not been successful.

Constantia Waldorf School invites applications for a

CLASS ONE TEACHER
Appointment date: January 2019
The successful applicant must meet the following criteria:






Have appropriate academic qualifications, with SACE
registration
Preference given to Waldorf trained teachers
Interest in and identification with the Waldorf ethos of the
school
Be creative, innovative and enthusiastic
Have a real interest in children and their development

Kindly send your letter of application with a Curriculum Vitae to:
The College of Teachers, Constantia Waldorf School,
Spaanschemat River Road, Constantia 7806
Email: admin@waldorfconstantia.co.za
Fax: 0862601221

Closing date for applications: 24 August 2018
If applicants do not hear or receive a response within 14 days of close of
application, it may be understood that the application has not been
successful.

"Thank You"
for supporting
our school!
www.waldorfschool.org.za
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

14

AUGUST

20

15

HS Parents Forum

Class 5 Parents Meeting

21

22

28

Shakespeare Week

9

10

Coming of Age:
Student Feedback

24

30

Sunday

11

12

18

19

Regional Meeting at Imhoff

25

26

Craft Workshops
Class 10 Bonfire Night Market

Raksha Bandhan

Class 3 Play 11:00

1 SEPTEMBER 2

31
Coming of Age:
Student Feedback

KG Parents Meet
Shakespeare Week

HS High School

School Holiday

Class 12 Parents Evening

Combined Federation
College of Teachers

:::

Saturday

School Holiday

17

23

29

PS Primary School

Friday

National Women's Day

Eid al-Adha

Shakespeare Week

KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

16
Trustees

Coming of Age:
Parent Feedback
Day of Arafaah

27

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday
8

13

2018

Shakespeare Week

Janmashtami

Shakespeare Week

Shakespeare Week

3

4

5

Parzival Camp

10

17

7

PG Parents Meet

TCF Meeting

Parzival Camp

Parzival Camp

Parzival Camp

12
Rosh Hashana

18

13
Muharram

19

8

9

Class 4 Play

Links meet

11
Rosh Hashana

6

Parzival Camp

14

15

SPECIAL GENERAL
MEETING

Class 10 Music Evening

Jungle Theatre

Ganesh Chaturthi

20
KG Festival & Term End
Coming of Age
Student Feedback

Yom Kippur

Parzival Camp

Coming of Age
Student Feedback

16

Craft Workshops

21

22

Primary Festival
Term ends for HS & PS

23

Class 12 Presentations

Class 12 Presentations

Class 12 Presentations

24

25

Heritage Day / Sukkot
1 OCTOBER

8

26
Sukkot

2
9

27

Matric Final Drama Prac Exam

3
10

28

4
11

5
12

16
Craft Pricing

22

17
Links Meeting

23

18

6
13

19

Fincom

24

20

26

27

31

NOVEMBER

1

2

3

Trustees
Greek Play
Primary Sch Camp Week Primary Sch Camp Week

6

Greek Play
Primary Sch Camp Week

7

13
HS Camps

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

19

20

Greek Play

Primary Sch Camp Week

Primary Sch Camp Week

9

Divali

14

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Greek Play

8

HS Parents Forum

12

28

MICHAEL OAK
2018 FAIR

30

5

21

Craft Workshop

Matric Visual Arts Moderation

29

7
14

Craft Workshops

Class 5 Language Sharing
at Stellenbosch

25

30
Sukkot

Valedictory Assembly
Valedictory Dinner

TERM 4 STARTS All classes
Class 12 Dinner

15

29
Sukkot

Sukkot

10

16

Fincom

Class 4 Parents Meet

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

21

Class 1 Sharing

Class 2 Sharing

KG Biggies Campout

15

22

4

Parents Intro Talk

17

11
Class 10 Orange
River Trip

18

Parents Introductory Talk

HS Camps

10h00 to 12h00

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Class 3 Sharing

23

24

25

Eurythmy Sharing at CWS

Trustees

26

27

28

29

Eurythmy Project
Dress Rehearsal

3

4

30
Eurythmy Project
Performance

5
Shepherd's Play

6
HS Soiree

Class 5 Sharing

Nursery Sunset Picnic
The Prince and the
Pauper Play

7

Playgroup Advent Spiral

Biggies Farewell

Star Tree Festival

TERM 4 ENDS

1 DECEMBER

2

8

9

The Prince and the
Pauper Play

KG Festival

