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Class 3
Creates
Day One: “Let there be light”

This year Class Three started
their year by diving into the
creation story from the Bible.

Day Two: A dome that made the sky

We went on a 10 day journey
exploring the Old Testament
description of how the world
was created.
We had a lot of fun finding out
what happened on each of
the seven days.
The process took us 10 days
because we each made a
book comprised of paintings
and writing.

Day Three: Separating the sea and
the land and creating plants

Each day we listened to, wrote
and painted parts of the
creation story.

Day Four: Creating the sun, moon
and stars

Now that the earth has been
created we will be following
the story of Adam and Eve
and their children.
Kate Dingle
Class 3 teacher

Day Five: Creating sea creatures and
birds

Day Six: Creating land animals and
human beings

Day Seven: Rest
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Our High School
Celebrates 30 Years
On 24 June 1988 all parents received a letter from the school which
included the following announcement:

" Dear Parents and Colleagues,
It is with much enthusiasm that we
announce that the decision has been
taken at Michael Oak to extend into the
High School and that our first Class 8
will begin in 1989. "
This was followed by a very busy period of preparation:
"During 1988 a period of frenzied and invigorating energy
commenced. Numerous committees were established and a
feverish series of meetings occurred. Funds were raised;
houses along the railway were bought and renovated;
teachers were employed and trained; curricula were
developed; equipment and furniture acquired. In January
1989, the pioneer Class 8 began -- a wonderful, enthusiastic,
very special cohort of learners and co-adventurers on this new
enterprise. We proceeded into Class 9 (and a memorable first
Shakespeare production of Macbeth) and then into Class 10."
-- extract from an address by George Subotzky

Admin Notes
SIBLING APPLICATIONS
Dear Parents,
If you have a child at the school and you wish to
enrol his/her sibling, please speak to Lynn
Kerchhoff in the office as soon as possible so she
can finalise the list of siblings for 2020. Thank you!

These photos, taken in June 2014, show the three cottages
bought for the high school. In the foreground work was
starting on the double-storey block for the upper high school,
completed in 2015.

THE 'LEAFLET'
From next week the Leaflet will not be
printed in bulk for distribution via the
classes. A few copies will still be printed,
available from Reception. The e-Leaflet
will be sent out, as always, via Mailchimp
on Friday afternoons. Please send an
email to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za if
the e-Leaflet does not arrive in your email
inbox.

A Video Well Worth Watching

Click on the image to watch
the video (15 mins) or go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vDFmUwA3_jE&t=12s

After the great success of
part 1 of our film "Learn to
Change the World", the
second part deals with
encounter, engagement and
inclusion: learning that goes
beyond merely accumulating
information can be
understood as an individual
way to seek the truth. One
focus is the encounter across
social, religious and ethnic
barriers, as exemplified by
the Oakland Community
School for Creative
Education, located in a social
focus point in California, a
Jewish‐Arabic Kindergarten
and the Parzival School
Center in Karlsruhe.

VALENTINE'S DAY ROSES
Valentine's Day roses can be ordered
from the Class 10 stand in the High
School, from Monday 11 February, to be
delivered on Thursday 14 February.
Roses will not be delivered to Primary
School classes, on the request of the
Primary School Faculty. Please support
this initiative by the Class 10's to raise
funds for their Orange River camp in
November.
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by Delia Sesiu, who taught in Michael Oak's
Kindergarten for many years. She now
teaches at a Waldorf School in Hong Kong.

The year of the pig draws nigh. As village men, young and old beat their drums and blow their bugles with
beautiful ferocity, their practiced music pledged towards an epic showdown with the forces of darkness that
are said to be heightened on the evening before the new lunar year, the smoke of burning incense rises and
twirls hypnotically above all temples in Hong Kong and greater China as the people of the East deep clean
their homes, decorate their windows and doors with good luck omens in red and gold and gather their
families together in a show of unison against the dragon of dreaded misfortune. And at midnight when
firecrackers explode with deafening noise in waves across the islands of Hong Kong, for a moment in time
she transforms into a gigantic image of the horned beast – her high-rise buildings a concrete image of
massive reptilian spikes, flickering ominously and mysteriously in light and smoke. And then morning comes
and reassured of victory with good luck hopefully secured for the coming year, the festivities commence.

Parents come into class to help make
Chinese traditional dumplings to eat

In the shadows of all the merriment, the dragon, unscathed from the multitude of psychedelic and
cacophonic “defeats” that it suffered across the city the night before, continues to spread its effect into the
heart and soul of this beautiful place insidiously -– its enchantment of the modern age requiring more than
festive explosives and noise to break its spell.
Typical of his deceptive ways, it is those most vulnerable who fall prey with severest consequences to his
charms. Children. Owing to no fault of their own, here they must live their lives mostly indoors – either in
schools or in their high-rise homes that offer them more cloud gazing opportunities through glass windows
than those to climb trees, touch grass or play in mud. When schools are over, extra mural programmes leave
them with hardly any down or dream time. And, ensuring their total enchantment and confinement to his
skeletal concrete prison outfitted with state of the art educational programmes and techno gadgets for toys,
the scaly Pied Piper of Generation Z’s rights to a natural childhood lures them into the flickering glare of a
myriad screens, not the least damaging, the cell phone screens of parents, helpers and even teachers, who
follow their every move, record their every smile and ordinary accomplishment and with inexplicable fervor
freeze them into Facebook or Instagram frames and galleries on phones exceeding tens of thousands of
photos. There is simply hardly any freedom to just be, in real time, in gentle time and in playful dreaming.

Above and below: Making a moving
dragon

But, just as in every good fairytale, there are heroes to break spells and conquer the adversary, here in Hong
Kong, there are those parents who are seeing through the smoke, looking carefully at their own children and
are saying: Enough. Inevitably they are led to seek out Waldorf Schools for both understanding and support
in their ofttimes solitary stance.
High on the famous Peak mountain of Hong Kong and home to one of the city’s most popular tourist sites,
Highgate House International Steiner School has kept its doors open wide and welcoming for 23 years to
such parents. This is where I am blessed to be able to work. It is here where I have been so deeply touched
by the love and dedication of the school’s founder, Julie Lam and her staff to supporting and protecting the
little child’s right to a natural childhood and creating a solid foundation and opportunity for parent
education. From the earliest moments, where, in Parent and Baby classes parents are lovingly guided
into the ways of deep attachment and care for their infants, through Parent and Child accompanied
classes for 1-2-year-olds, Nursery and Kindergarten classes there is a resistance taking place.
Against the might of the materialistic physical and intellectual spell that grips modern cities like Hong
Kong, the efforts of such small communities – wrought with their own challenges and struggles might seem inconsequent and practically useless. But the weapon that the dragon most fears and
knows least how to defend itself against is not measured by size, intellect or technological
sophistication – and unfortunately not firecrackers, drums and bugles necessary though they are for
uniting communities and ensuring remembering.
When Waldorf teachers and parents direct their actions and choices for their children from a place of
deep inner knowing, sourcing fuel for their solo journeys from the fire of a courageous and loving
heart, there is no such concept as inconsequence. We know this. It does not even need to be
written.
May the fire of enthusiasm for this education never wane. May it grow ever more ferocious in all
corners of the world, taking its cue from the children who seek it, who will reach young adulthood
with rosy cheeks and a shine in their eyes, strong in who they are and even stronger – so 100 years of
Waldorf education’s graduates have proven time and time again – to see the scales and horns
camoflauged behind the talk and aims of their world age and to establish, filled with hope and the fire
of their own purpose, creative solutions and innovations for the generation that will succeed them.

*

= Chinese New Year Celebrations

**

= Of Pigs and Dragons

The festival in the grounds of
Highgate House Waldorf
School, Hong Kong.
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The Early Bird Choir
for Enthusiastic Singers
Please note that our Early Bird Choir will start next Thursday,
14 February, at 7.00am in the Movement Room.

Manenberg Food Programme
Dear Michael Oak families
It's a new year but it's still "same old same
old" for most people. I'm hoping we can
continue to support the Manenberg
cooking programme.
For those of you who are new to the
school and don't know about it, Michael
Oak families have been providing the
ingredients for a big cook-up that
happens in Manenberg every weekend. It
started in 2016 when we connected with a
group of concerned parents in Manenberg
who had started an initiative called
"Taking Back our Children Campaign".
One of the programmes they coordinate is
teaching the children to cook a meal. They
cook with potjie pots over open fires in a
public space every Saturday. The children
are taught how to plan, manage and
implement the meal. They have 3 or 4
groups in different parts of Manenberg,
working with about 100 children ages 3 13. Other activities they facilitate include,
sewing, music, dance and sport. Last year

Community Notices
Please send all adverts to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
Michael Oak High School teacher, Blessing
Mbonambi, looking for a place to rent/lease in
Kenilworth. We are a family of three and will need
a two-bedroomed space, preferably furnished,
can pay between R6000 - R9000 p/m. Please
contact Blessing on 078414384.

ROOM WANTED
Our wonderful child carer and housekeeper is
seeking a room to rent for herself and her
daughter in the Kenilworth Area. Budget R2000.
Garden flat or separate entrance ideal. Please
contact Lesley (KG) 082 828 5917

LOCAL FAMILY SEEKS AU PAIR
A family in Gibson Rd require the services of an
au pair with car and license 2 days per week (Wed
and Thurs) to care for children aged 3 (PG) and 7
(Class 1). Contact Serai 084 605 2022 for more.

they started the "Balls not Guns"
campaign and are focusing on soccer and
netball.
Each week, Michael Oak families donate
food for the weekend meal. The Yellow
Crate is placed in the allocated classroom
and a wish-list of ingredients is emailed to
the parents. I collect the crate on Fridays
at 2:30.
Week 11-15 Feb = Class 5
Week 18 - 22 Feb = Class 4
Week 25 Feb - 1 March = Class 3
Week 4 - 8 March = Class 2
Week 11 - 15 March = Class 1
end of term 1
For more information contact
fiona@clipclop.co.za / 0832649142
Thank you, everybody!

HOUSES FOR SALE CLOSE BY
Walk to School!
6
Sheerness Road.
Double-storey, thatch
roofed, on 900m2. www.property.co.za.
18 Wargrave Road. Double storey Victorian semi.
R2,995m. Contact Kyle Curran 083 603 0003.
20 Wargrave Road. Double storey Victorian semi.
R2,6m. Contact Bianca 082 693 9020.
12 Ascot Road. Large freestanding single-storey
on 1000m2. R4,895m. Contact 084 742 0006.
9 Goldbourne Rd, corner Richie.
Large
freestanding double-storey on 620m2. R5,850m.
Contact www.leadhome.co.za
PLEASE NOTE: Neither the Leaﬂet editor nor Michael
Oak derive any ﬁnancial beneﬁt from sales of
properties in this list, which is oﬀered to assist
parents who wish to relocate close to the school.

ADVERTISEMENTS:
Donations for Community Notices

FELT WORKSHOP

Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a
contribution to our Bursary Fund. Minimum donation
R30. Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:

Once off Saturday Felt Workshop - Valentine
Special 9th Feb! @ St. Catherine Studio in Timour
Hall.

Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900. Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’

Weekly Adult Oil & Mixed Media art classes also
available. Email: artstudio@inkimp.co.za
for
details or call Vicki on 083 789 7291.

Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will
only be published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3
insertions per term.
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Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Conducted by ex‐Waldorf student Christian Radovan
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

2019

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday

KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

PS Primary School

Friday
8 FEBRUARY

:::

HS High School

Saturday
9

Sunday
10

BOT and COT Planning

11

12

13

14
School Photo Day
FinCom

19

20

26

27
Links Meeting

5
High School Forum

11

6
Pancake Evening

12

18

14

20

27

Founder’s Day Outings
Classes 8 to 12

OPEN DAY
10h00 to 12h30

MARCH

2

3

Founder’s Day Outings KG Garden & Work Day
Classes 1 to 7
9.30 to 4pm

9

10
Craft Day

Class 8 Family Camp

Class 8 Family Camp

16
Dads Dudes
and Kids Camp

HS Social

International Eurythmy
Performance

22

Cl. 8 camp ends

17

Dads Dudes
and Kids Camp

23

Dads Dudes
and Kids Camp

24

Nurturing Seeds
Teachers’ Conference
begins

Human Rights’ Day

TERM 1 ENDS

24

Greek Olympics

15

21
Harvest Festival

Regional Sharing
at Stellenbosch

23

8
Rocking Future
HS Expo 11am

KG Parent Evening 7.30pm

KG Festival
TERM 1 ENDS
for KG and PG

26

Class 7 Visit Day in HS

17

Greek Olympics

1

7

13

19

25

28
Board of Trustees

DD&K Pre-Camp Meeting
7.15 for 7.30pm
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22

PG Parents Meet

Class 5 Parents Meet

25

21

16
Kids’ Lit Quiz
(Grove Primary)

Valentine’s Day

Class 12 Parents Meet

18

15

Early Bird Choir 7.00am

28

29

30

31

4
11

5
12

6
13

7
14

Teachers’ Conference ends

1
8

APRIL

2
9

3
10
FinCom

TERM 2 STARTS

15

16

17

Craft Day

18
Hearing Tests

Hearing Tests

19
Hearing Tests

23

24

Family Day

29
6

25
Board of Trustees

30
7

1

MAY
Workers’ Day

8

26

27

UCT Maths Competition

2

4
Class 7 Drama

10

14

21

12
Craft Day

Regional Sharing: Gaia

15

16

17

18

KG Vision Testing

KG Vision Testing

Class 6 Parents meet

20

5
Class 7 Drama

11

Ramadaan starts

13

28
Freedom Day

3

9

21

Good Friday

Links Meeting

22

20

KG Parent Meeting

22

19
BIG WALK

Class 7 Medieval
Banquet at CWS

23

24

30

31

25

26

FinCom
PG Parent Meeting

27

28

29

3

4

5

6

JUNE
Class 7 Intergenerational sharing

1
Michael Oak’s
57th Birthday

7

8

Eid ul Fitr (TBC)

10

11

12
Class 12 Play

17
Youth Day Observed

18

9
Craft Day

13
Board of Trustees

2

14
Class 12 Play

15
Class 12 Play

16
Class 12 Play

Youth Day
Class 12 Play

Opinions
of the school.
20 in this newsletter belong
21to the contributors, and are
22not necessarily those 23

19
PS Festival

KGALL
Festival
TERM
ENDS
advertisements must
be 2sent
to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

