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Michael Oak
Waldorf School
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
No. 29
4 Marlow Road Kenilworth 7708 Cape Town

INVITATION
to Michaelmas
Festival
Friday 22nd September
at 10.15 am
Dear Parents
You are invited to join the primary
school for the Michaelmas Festival
at 10.15 am on Friday 22nd
September, on the oval in front of
the school.
This year the primary school has
continued to explore the power of
silence. Each class has aimed to
connect with our ongoing themes
of manners, compassion, respect
and gratitude. This, we feel is
important, as we find ourselves in
a time where we continually need
to increase our ability to truly
'hear' each other.
From the Michaelmas festival
group.
School will close at 11:30 am.

Appeal for
X-ray films
Old X- ray films needed by the
handwork department. Please
send them in asap. Thank you,
Winifred Bond

Flowers for our
Foyers
Monday 18 September
O'Reilly and Palmer families
Monday 9 October
Paschke and Paterson-Jones families

Tel. 021 797 9728 Fax 021 797 1207

15 September 2017

info@michaeloak.org.za

www.michaeloak.org.za

News, Media, and the World
as Good, True, and Beautiful
One of the things I do each day is a log on to Google News and read the leads for the “top”
stories – international, national, state, local, sports… Later on, at home for lunch, I usually hear a
news summary on National Public Radio, and at the dinner hour, I listen to All Things
Considered, which includes updates on the top stories. In this routine, I am probably more or
less typical of the majority of people involved with Waldorf Education, although there are, no
doubt, some who remove the silk cloth coverings from their discreetly concealed televisions to
watch rather than listen to the news.
In any case, most of us are exposed daily to what is referred to as “news” – those events that
reporters and news editors have deemed of importance and/or of interest to us. The guiding
principle of most news media is “If it bleeds, it leads.” In other words, the more violent, bloody,
or perverse some incident is, the more likely it is to be disseminated as news. So this morning
Google News featured the murder of Jewish Rabbis in a synagogue in Jerusalem, the beheading
of an American aid worker by Islamic State, the murder of a Honduras beauty queen just
before the Miss World contest, allegations of sexual abuse against Bill Cosby, the arraignment of
a New York man who pushed a stranger in front of a subway train, climate change, and Ebola.
These and similar stories are no doubt making it onto the day’s radio and television news
reports. Such stories that comprise the news do not portray the day-to-day reality for most of
the six billion people on the Earth. They present a very narrow sliver of world reality, a radically
skewed and darkly distorted picture. The Buddha’s first Noble Truth is that “Life is suffering,”
and, in fact, suffering is intrinsic to the human experience in sickness, loss, old age, and death.
All of us suffer and some –refugees, the homeless, people in war zones - are suffering much
more than others. But, for the mass of humanity, even in the underdeveloped and poor nations,
life goes on and people find meaning and joy in it. Love, human relationships, friendships, the
beauty of Nature, the joy of music and the arts, the enjoyment of learning the satisfaction of a
job well done, religious belief and intimations of a higher reality, all support us and give
meaning to our lives. Despite what the news is telling us, we know, consciously or
unconsciously, that ultimately, the world is good, true and beautiful.
As adults, we can hear if the world’s daily horrors, harvested instantaneously - thanks to modern
communiciations - from the furthest corners of the world and not be traumatised by them. If we
were, we would be weeping onto our radios everyday. However, what a daily diet of such images
and narratives does to us is an interesting question.
Our children are exposed, to some extent, to the “secondhand smoke” of the news we as adults
get from radio, television, and the Internet. In their openness and innocence, they take in what
they see and hear without the filter of long life experience and an informed perspective. Terrible
images may be impressed indelibly on a young soul.
That the world is good, true, and beautiful - this is the transcendent truth that we as parents and
educators want our children to experience and incorporate into their being. We want this living
idea to accompany and sustain them throughout their lives. How we can create and preserve for
our children this archetypal, healing, and supportive truth is worth our serious consideration.
RONALD E. KOETZSCH, PhD,
editor of the journal ‘Renewal’ by the Association of Waldorf Schools in North America.
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Shakespeare’s
The Two Gentlemen
of Verona

Manenberg is
still cooking!
The Manenberg food collections are still going
strong, if a bit quietly from my side. Thank you
everyone for your contributions.

MONDAY 16 – SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER
Traditionally the last week of term 3 is Shakespeare
time. This year, however, the Class 9 production will
take place in the second week of term 4.

There are now 3 groups cooking over fires every
Saturday in Manenberg. I have been told that
without your food donations, the Taking Back
our Children Campaign would have dissolved
long ago. The children in Manenberg (and other
areas in the Cape Flats) desperately need an
alternative to gangster life on the streets (which
is really bad at the moment); let's keep doing
our small bit.

The class are cocooned in the hall, hard at work
fashioning their wonderful rendition of this highly
dramatic, humorous and romantic play. Be assured of
a wonderfully entertaining event awaiting you next
term.

Is Your Child Leaving
at the end of the Year?
This is the time of year that we need to remind parents of the school’s requirement
that if a child is leaving Michael Oak at the end of the year, then the family is
contractually required to give one full term’s notice in writing. Unfortunately, failure
to do so will result in fees being charged in lieu of such notice. Naturally we hope
that children will stay at Michael Oak for their entire school career, but parents’
plans sometimes change for a variety of reasons. Notice of withdrawal can be
dropped at the office or emailed to lswart@michaeloak.org.za.

If anyone would like to help further, please
sponsor a ticket or two for their cultural day later
this month. Tickets are R20 each, to be placed in
a marked "Manenberg" envelope and handed to
Genevieve or placed in the letterbox outside her
office. Thank you.
High School will be asked to collect food in this
last week of term. Look out for the Yellow Crate.
Fiona

fiona@clipclop.co.za

SECRET GARDEN: Henna Workshop,
Moss Ball Workshop, Puppet Show and
Coffee/Cake on sale 
ALL HAPPENING TOMORROW!
There are so many things happening at school this Saturday!
Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Secret Garden: Moss Ball Workshop
Saturday 16 September 10am
MOSS BALL MAKING WORKSHOP
Join us and learn the art of Kokedama, a
centuries old form of Japanese garden art.
In doing so, you will help us create a
beautiful string garden for our SECRET
GARDEN school fair.
These living planters double as distinctive
display pieces and are easy to make once you know how! Class 6
parents will take newbies step-by-step through the process and
supply all the succulents and materials. Experienced Kokedama
artists are most welcome too!

Henna Workshop
Hi Parents,
Chandra, our amazing Henna Tatoo artist will
be running a workshop at Class 2 starting at
10am on Saturday for parents who want to
learn the art and in return give some of their
time at the Fair to hep with the henna stand.
Please let Chandra know if you can make the
workshop: 072 723 6642.

Puppet Show in Class 2
Puppet Show on Craft Saturday. The Greedy King (ages 4-8) will be
performed in Class 2 at 11 am this Saturday 16 September.
Tickets R20 at the door. All funds raised will go to buying a
excellent new reader series (Shelly Davidoff) for Class 2. Please
support our current and future learners. Nothing more inspiring
than a good story!

Meet

Michael Oak Small Hall

Time

Saturday 16 Sep -- 10am Sharp!

Bring

Scissors, Aprons, Energy & Creativity

Cost

You will be leaving your creation for display
and sale at the Fair.

Coffee and Cake

Contact

Please RSVP to Natalie Dorward 072 429
2534 to confirm if you are attending.

There will be coffee and cake on sale outside
Nicole's classroom from 10h00 to 12h30.
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Michael Oak
Waldorf School
15 September 2017

2018 FEES INCREASE
Dear Parents,
The Board of Trustees and the College of Teachers have, upon the
recommendation of the Finance Committee, determined that the school fee
increase for 2018 will be 7% (as per 2017) from Kindergarten through to Class
13.
Trustees and College are conscious that the increase is slightly above inflation
and will continue to manage the operating budget with care to limit any future
increases above inflation within an acceptable range. It must be borne in mind
though that salaries and other salary expenses comprise around 85% of our
operating costs (in line with other schools) and that the 2018 fee increase
reflects the increase in the total payroll cost to the school. This is an attempt to
ensure that our staff are paid within acceptable market norms.
The building levy will increase by 5% this year, to R271 for the first child and
R134 for the second and subsequent children. This levy will continue to be used
to finance the loans raised to fund the school upgrades.
A rebate of 5% as per 2017 will be given for each sibling. This will now
automatically be applied to siblings so there is no need to request this (as was
the case in the past).

A Wonderful Opportunity
for Parents
and anyone involved in
the health professions.
Two inspiring lectures by international lecturer Dr
Michaela Glöckler will be held on Monday 25th and
Tuesday 26 September, at 7.30pm at Michael Oak.
Michaela is leader emeritus of the Medical Section of
the Anthroposophical Society at the Goetheanum,
Switzerland and active in the training of doctors
worldwide.
She is a past pupil of the Waldorf movement, a
paediatrician and an expert in Salutogenesis
(prevention through healing education and selfeducation). She will address the topic HEALTH – from
a few perspectives, physically, psychologically and
spiritually. She will also focus on the challenges and
gifts of our present time.
Monday – How to Cope with Fear, Aggression, Greed,
and Depression as challenges on the Inner Path
Tuesday - How to Strengthen the Power of the
Immune System with the Tools of Integrative
Medicine.
Entrance free
SEE FULL DETAILS IN THE E-LEAFLET

Books for our Fair

As per 2017, annual school fees paid by 31 January 2018 will receive a 3%
rebate.
Monthly school fee payments are to be made in advance. Statements are issued
during the last week of the month and payment is expected on the first day, but
not later than 10th day of the following month. Parents are requested to use the
account number of their child(ren) as a reference to facilitate receipting and
reconciliation.
Late payments will continue to attract an administration fee of R150 per month.
The schedule of fees in respect of 2018 tuition and sundry extra charges is
attached. SEE PAGE 9
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions on any matter
concerning the school fees or the budget.
Clive Goodchild-Brown
Treasurer/ Fincom Chairman

SOCCER
Wow! What an exciting
afternoon we had on
Wednesday at the Wynberg
Sports Club! Gaia Waldorf
School joined us for an U12
Soccer match. This was the
first match our team has
ever played and did so with
much enthusiasm! I saw
good team spirt and good
sportsmanship, feeling
proud. We lost 3-1, but had
so much fun!
Congratulations.

Pam Schneider
School Business Manager

“She liked getting hold of some
book... and keeping it to herself,
and gnawing its contents in
privacy, and pondering the
meaning without sharing her
thoughts with any one, or having
to decide whether the book was
a good one or a bad one.”
― Virginia Woolf, Night and Day

Dear parents, if there is still something left of the
book after you've gnawed it, we would love to share
this at the Bookstall in the Secret Garden.
Derina
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2017 ARTWALL at the SECRET GARDEN FAIR

From delightful cushions to luminescent paintings, the works that make up the Art Wall at the Secret Garden
Fair will entrance you this year.
A ticket for just R10 gives you the chance to win the artwork – or artworks! – of your choice.
Thank you very much to the talented artists in our community who have generously donated works to help
raise funds at this year's Fair. We'll be featuring a little about these artists in the build-up to the Secret
Garden Fair on 28 October.
Tickets will be available on the day – as well as online. We'll let you know as soon as sales open on Quicket.
Each of the tickets will go into the relevant draw, which will be held on the day of the Fair. Winners will be
contacted on Monday 30 October.

The Artists
CECILE BLAKE BENADÉ
Ménagerie is a home and kids brand
by Cecile, created after she left her
career in the film industry pursue
her childhood love of making things.
Inspired by the creativity of her
children, she makes toys and
cushions, equal parts playful and
cool. Ménagerie can be found in homes and stores across South
Africa and the world.
>For a chance to win these delightful cushions, buy an Artwall
ticket for R10 on Fair Day or online from Quicket soon.
To view or purchase more of Cecile’s work, visit her website
www.andmenagerie.co.za or follow her on Instagram
@cecile.and.menagerie and Facebook: @andmenagerie

MARIJKE HONIG
Marijke, whose child is in Kindergarten
at Michael Oak, is a landscaper and
expert on indigenous plants. She
studied botany at the University of Cape
Town, honed her craft at the
Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens and has
been designing and planting indigenous
landscapes for the past 15 years. Marijke
is recognised for her ability to create
indigenous landscapes with an
underlying harmony, reflecting her indepth plant knowledge and love for texture.
>To stand a chance of winning Marijke’s painting – titled Fynbos – buy
an Artwall ticket at the Secret Garden Fair or online from Quicket
(details to follow soon).
Marijke’s book Plant Palettes has been published by Quivertree.

GABRIELLE RAAFF
Michael Oak parent Gabrielle Raaff’s
hauntingly beautiful paintings are
inspired by her passage through life and
her environment. Gabrielle’s work has
appeared in more than 40 joint and solo
exhibitions both locally and abroad, and
she is represented in numerous major
collections.
>To stand a chance of winning this beautiful
piece, entitled ‘Gardening in Eden 3’, buy an
Artwall ticket at the Secret Garden Fair or
online from Quicket (details to follow soon).
Gabrielle’s work may be viewed and purchased at Smith Gallery,
Salon 91 or privately - by appointment. Currently her work can be
viewed at Cavalli Gallery from now until 3 December.

KIM SLATER
Kim’s love of art, design, photography
and nature has inspired the
development of this print which is a
new addition to Kim’s “Cosmic
Collection”, works that focus on recreating nature into cosmic ecosystems. Regular walks through Table
Mountain Nature Reserve have
provided Kim with the images she
needs to develop her artistry in various
mediums.
Kim, mother to Luke in Class 9 at
Michael Oak, studied Graphic Design at Natal Technikon (KZN),
and over the years had part-time art training with Meta Orton
(KZN), Sandy Slater (KZN), Vicky Thomas (WC) Karen Burns (WC)
and is currently training with Ilhaam Berhardien at the Peter Clark
Art School in Claremont.
>To stand a chance of winning this framed print by Kim, buy an
Artwall ticket at the Secret Garden Fair on 28 October or onlne from
Quicket (details to follow soon)
To view more of Kim’s works, visit her website
www.kimslaterdesigns.co.za

KENDAL WARREN
Kendal, mother to Sam in Class 7 at
Michael Oak, has exhibited her
ceramics extensively and her work is
available in galleries and venues
around South Africa, including Hout
Bay Manor, the One and Only Hotel
and Tuynhuys. She also has three
pieces in the Iziko Museum’s
permanent collection. All pieces are
hand-built in either earthenware or
stoneware. Kendal draws inspiration from many sources, ranging
from traditional African to contemporary design. She says she is
drawn to patterns of all kinds and has a love for fabrics and textile
designs. She is inspired by needlecrafts, such as appliqué,
embroidery and quilting and this influences much of her work.
Kendal works and teaches ceramics from her studio in Cape Town.
>To stand a chance of winning these gorgeous candle stands by
Kendal Warren, buy an Artwall ticket at the Secret Garden Fair on 28
October or online from Quicket (details to follow soon)
To contact Kendal, email kendalwarrenceramics@gmail.com

Continued on page 5
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CILLA WILLIAMS

SEAN WILSON

An interest in ceramics in the early 1970s led
Cilla to inspirational tuition at the Ruth
Prowse Art Centre. Subsequently, Angelique
Kirk, Maxi Heyman and the late Marikie van
der Merwe were instrumental in developing
her practice. She works in porcelain clay. The
vessels are wheel thrown, glazed and high
fired in an electric kiln. Cilla's work does not
aspire to functionalism but rather to the
making of pure form in a personal idiom. She
has won numerous awards, including Joint
winner Corobrik Regional Exhibition (Western Cape) 1988, Joint
winner Corobrik National Exhibition 1989, Highly commended
APSA Regional Exhibition 1996, Award of Excellence for thrown
ware APSA Regional Exhibition 1997, CPS Sterling Award - Regional
Exhibition 2002. Her work is in the following collections: Corobrik
Collection, Pretoria Art Museum; Cultural History Museum, Cape
Town; Durbanville Clay Museum; King George V1 Art Gallery, Port
Elizabeth; William Humphreys Art Gallery, Kimberley; National
Museum of History, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC. Cilla is grandmother to
Leo and Sophie, who is in Class 3 at Michael Oak.
>To stand a chance of winning this exquisite vessel by Cilla, buy
an Artwall ticket at the Secret Garden Fair on 28 October or
online from Quicket (details to follow soon)

Sean, father to Liam in Class 4
at Michael Oak, is a Cape
Town based photographer
whose work explores the
intersection between the
denotative and connotative
aspects of the medium. He
aspires towards creating
images that point beyond
themselves and reflect reality
in a mysteriously deepened form. Sean’s commercial work
predominantly involves photographing people for editorial, PR,
corporate and educational publishing applications. His work is
represented in the collections of British American Tobacco, The
United States Embassy in Johannesburg and the United Kingdom
Embassy in Cape Town.
>To stand a chance of winning this photograph by Sean, buy an
Artwall ticket at the Secret Garden Fair on 28 October or online from
Quicket (details to follow soon)
See more of Sean’s work at www.seanwilson.co.za

More artists in the first Leaflet of next term

Class 12 Project Presentations
In Class 12, the students set
themselves a task on a topic of
their own choosing – the Class 12
Projects. It is a challenge of some
magnitude, which they work on in
their own time for most of the
year while fulfilling a demanding
Class 12 curriculum. These
projects are the students’ final
achievement of their Waldorf
education, before embarking on
preparation for their matric
exams.

Monday 9 October

The students are very excited to
share their experiences with you,
so please join us on Monday 9
October, Tuesday 10 October and
Wednesday 11 October at 6pm,
when the presentations. The work
will be on display beforehand
from 5.15pm. The presentations
are between 10-15 minutes each
and we expect the presentations
to be finished by 9pm.

Malachy Lord-Rule

Under Pressure: Building a Hydraulic Longboard Press

Ella Grieg

Listening: Poetry and Film

Frances van Zyl

A Feast of Flowers: Blogging, creating and cooking with edible flowers

Liam Swart

An Ambient Adventure: An experiential EP

They are suitable for the whole
family.

Guy Hasewinkel

Creating from a Camera: Learning to Photograph and Film

Aidan Sullivan

Weapons of Wood

Food will be on sale and selfservice tea and coffee will be
available.

Taqiyah Russon

At Face Value

Cierewyn Small

You Are; I Am: Exploring Authenticity through film and music

The order of events is subject to
change.

Timothy Dunn

An App: Coding a Financial Need Detector

Joshua Boltman

Making a Model Steam Train

Joshua Langenhoven Clark

Building an electric guitar: The Sound in my Head

Mikha Davids

Building my Workstation: A computer, sit-stand desk & a number of programs

Isis Roberts

In Motion: Surfing, Art and Board Making

Nicolas Miehe

EMS – My Journey with Cape Medical Response

Ocean Steenkamp

Beliefs, Portraits and Digital Art

Tea
Gabriel Flanigan

“The Inner Mind of a Writer”: Drawing a Comic

Emma Brassington

Run 21km

Taiji Morgan

Dragon Mountain: Building a Fantasy Garden

Daniel Fischer

Step Up or Step Off: The Art of Dance

Tuesday 10 October

Tea
Hannah Antoine

On Top of the World: My Experience of Rock Climbing

Raiden O’Reilly

Forging a Sword

Daisy Rauch

Discovering Cape Town’s History through Architecture

Zen Mthembu-Salter

La Basse Du Cameroun / The Bass of Cameroon

Wednesday 11 October

Tea
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In search of a diverse lived reality in South Africa:
A guide to process in diversity work
Since 1994, South Africa has been on a path to cultivate and develop an inclusive society in which we are all united and equal in our
diversity. Consider the words of the preamble of the constitution:
We, the people of South Africa, Recognise the injustices of our past; Honour those who suffered for justice
and freedom in our land; Respect those who have worked to build and develop our country; and Believe that
South Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in our diversity.
It goes on to set the ideal of healing the divisions of the past, improving the quality of life and freeing the potential of all South Africans.
While these are prophetic words, my sense – and probably yours too - is that we still have a lot of work to do before we realise the ideal
envisioned here. I suggest that the problem is that we are seeking an ultimate outcome, but have not been working sufficiently on a
process to get there. So below I offer four keys that should unite us to work on diversity.
1. View diversity as a destination and a learning journey process: Diversity is not only an end destination. It is also about the process
that is pursued to get to that outcome. While clearly the preamble is seeking an ultimate outcome, it does not speak about “what is
becoming.” It seeks outcome justice (the ultimate outcome) and is silent on procedural justice (the processes that are used to get to the
outcome). Diversity work in practice needs to put a lot more work into process to achieve ultimate outcomes. Too often, there is so
much anxiety to achieve intended outcomes, that ‘push’ or ‘coercive’ methods are substituted for learning. Three processes, are
indispensable, in my experience: 1. Quality engagement and conversation; 2. Clear expectations and 3. Clarity of explanation. These in
turn require quality facilitation.
2. Diversity work requires a base of emotional intelligence: Doing diversity work can feel frustrating, like the work of Sisyphus, the
character of the ancient fable who was tasked with pushing a large boulder up a steeply inclined hill - because it challenges our
inherited values and worldviews deeply. There is no instant gratification or magic bullet. Paradoxically engaging on such matters also
gives diversity work its potential and power - new emotional muscles are required. To make progress it helps if people are undertaking
their own journeys towards emotional intelligence. This is because emotional intelligence and a lived experience of diversity are directly
proportional.
3. Diversity requires learning conversations: Linked to point 2 above, diversity work requires that people engage in conversations
about their own lived experience. They are what Harri- Augstein and Thomas have termed learning conversations: “conversations that
construct and reconstruct personally significant, relevant and viable meanings through conscious awareness and purposiveness.”
These are conversations where people are prepared to learn from one another. This requires listening, inquiry (asking open-ended
questions), suspension of judgement and the examination of assumptions. At face value, it would seem like it is easy to develop these
skills, but it’s not, each person needs to slow down and notice what is happening to them, as well as what is happening in the group. It
is about being prepared to be vulnerable – to stay in the room, to keep the conversation going and to still give the other everything, for
the larger cause - even though our identity may be feeling threatened.
4. A journey of transforming our common heritage: As Juanita (Grade 9 Lia’s mum) reminds me, getting to more inclusion is also a
heritage journey. As we listen to each other’s narratives, we arrive eventually at shared truths that represent a reinterpretation of our
own experience - much like the stanza of T’S Eliot’s Little Gidding:
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
These new inclusive narratives allow us to tell new stories that don’t try to escape or erase the past, but achieve transition ‘stickiness’
precisely because earlier divisions are integral to the reinterpreted story. In other words, they have a contextual specificity that is rigorous
and intrinsically transformational.
Lesedi Makhurane
To our growing consciousness. Love – the Diversity Group
Send us your thoughts, to michaeloakdiversity@gmail.com
This is an opinion column. Views expressed here are of the individual/s who wrote the article

Community Notices
BEACH COTTAGE

PIANO FOR SALE (2)
Upright Wagner piano for sale. Has been well loved and well played but in
good working order. Call Lindy Graham 084 3880101

SPRING GETAWAY -- Pringle Bay

Enjoy time out on The Island at Great Brak River. Cottage in front row with
full view of river, sea and lagoon. Abundant bird and sea life. Wide deck,
enclosed sea-facing stoep. Sleeps ten.
Rates for 2017: Peak season:
Dec’17/Jan’18 school holidays: R1500 p/night plus R100 p/person/p/night:
min 4 people. Off-peak: R680 per night plus R100 p/person p/night. For ebrochure or to book your place now: Liz Mackenzie: 021 761 8811;
lizmack@iafrica.com.

Lovely family home, close to the beach, large garden, dog friendly and can
sleep two families comfortably. R1000 per night, minimum 3 nights stay.
Contact Nick on 082 831 2730 or chadling@telkomsa.net. Available anytime
from 22 September to 7 October.

PIANO FOR SALE (1)

Continued on page 10

Beautiful Victorian Piano(built in 1870s) for sale. Needs tuning. R2500. Okay
for a beginner. Email Debbie at dmludik@gmail.com if you are interested.
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TABLE TENNIS
Saturday 9th September saw another very
successful encounter by three Michael Oak
teams (from Class 6 and two from Class 4)
against combination teams from Pinelands
North Primary School and the Stephanian
Table Tennis Club. The fixtures were played
at the Athlone High School.
All three our teams emerged victorious
displaying a much improved performance
compared to last term's meeting . Sebastian
, Oliver and Ben won 7-2 ; Nicholas , Yameen
and Desmond won 5-4 and Alexander, Tom
and Abby , Class 4, won 7-2.
The hunger for a competitive environment
was clearly visible and as raw as our players
are it was obvious that they found the
interaction with other kids most enjoyable.it
would be nice if they could have more Table
Tennis! Our Coach has an open door policy
at his club if anyone would like to take up
his offer. Please do speak to me or him directly to find out more.
It was pleasing that some parents were able to come and support. Thank you Coach Hasie for all your organizing and brilliant coaching.
Claudia McCaig

Opinions in this newsletter belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday

2017
KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

PS Primary School

:::

Friday

HS High School

Saturday

15
SEPTEMBER

16

22

23

Sunday
17

Craft Workshops
HS Social TBC

18

19

20

Class 8 Parents Meet

25
2
9

26
3
10

TERM 4 STARTS

16

KG Festival 8am - 12.30pm

27
4
11

17
Class 12 Dinner

24

30

19

25

31

29
6
13

30
7
14

Matric Valedictory

Shakespeare Week

Class 12 Parents
and Students

Matric Art Moderation

28
5
12

18
Links Meeting

20

Shakespeare Week

26

Shakespeare Week

27

1

NOVEMBER

1 OCTOBER
8
15

Craft Workshops

21

22

Craft Workshops

Shakespeare
Week ends

Shakespeare Week

28

29

2017 FAIR

Trustees meet

HS Forum

Heritage Day

TERM 3 ENDS

Class 12 Projects

Shakespeare Week opens

23

24

PS Festival

Class 12 Projects

Class 12 Projects

21

2

3

4

Diversity Evening

5

Class 1 Sharing 9.00am

Orange River
Trip begins ...

HS Social TBC

6

7

8
Class 6 Camp

HS Camps until Fri 10

13

HS Camps

14

Diversity Links 6.30-7.30pm

10
Class 3 Camp
Class 6 Camp
Class 7 Camp

HS Camps

HS Camps

15

16

21

Parzival Camp

22

28

JANUARY

18

24
Class 5 Camp

30
Matric Farewell

5

6

Parzival Presentations

12
19
26
2
9
16
23

KG Biggies' Camp

19

Parzival Camp

23

29

KG Sunset Picnic

11
18
25
1 2018
8
15
22

Orange R. trip ends

17

Trustees

Greek Play

HS Camps end

Parzival Camp

Class 5 Camp

4

PIP Talk 10am - 12pm

12

Class 2 Sharing

Class 5 Play 2.30pm

Parzival Camp

Parzival Camp

27

11

Class 3 Camp
Class 6 Camp
Class 7 Camp
KG Biggies' Camp

Links Meeting TBC

Diversity Group 7.30-9.30pm

20

9
Class 3 Camp
Class 6 Camp
Class 7 Camp

Eurythmy Presentations

7
HS Soiree

14
21
28
4
11
18
25

31

1

26

Class 4 Play 2.30pm

2

3
KG Festival

Class 7 Play

8

9

10

15
22
29
5
12
19
26

16
23
30
6
13
20
27

17
24
31
7
14
21
28

2

3

4

KG Biggies Farewell

Star Tree Festival

13
20
27
3
10
17
24

25

Class 5 Camp
Eurythmy Sharing
with CWS
1 DECEMBER

TERM 4 ENDS

TERM 1 STARTS

29

31

ADVERTISEMENTS: Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution towards
our Bursary Fund. There is a Donations box at Reception for a donation of your
choice. Alternatively please use the bank account details below for an EFT transfer:
Standard Bank, Branch code: 025109.
Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will only be published in
the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.

FEBRUARY

Michael Oak TERM DATES 2018
The 2018 term dates (set by the SA Federation of
Waldorf Schools) are:

Term 1 – Tues 23 January to Tues 20 March
Term 2 – Monday 9 April to Friday 22 June
Term 3 – Monday 16 July to Friday 21 Sept.
Term 4 – Monday 8 October to Friday 7 Dec.
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FEE SHEET 2018
BANKING DETAILS:

Standard Bank Claremont Branch

Account no: 07 187 604 9

Branch Code: 02 51 09

PAYABLE MONTHLY IN ADVANCE, EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2018
Class

Basic fee :
R

Total monthly fee
including sundries: R

Kindergarten

3151

3170

Class 1

3816

4024

Class 2

3816

3994

Class 3

3816

4075

Class 4

4010

4269

Class 5

4010

4275

Class 6

4010

4276

Class 7

4010

4272

Class 8

4902

5280

Class 9

4902

5360

These total fees for 2018 include a monthly sundry charge, tailored for each class.
This sundry charge includes the following:

A school diary

A school directory

Annual accident insurance

A school photograph

Text book rentals (Classes 1 to 12)

Compulsory sport (PS and HS)

Monthly general stationery (PS & HS) (compass sets Cl 6)

Outings (KG, PS & HS)

Chair-bag and crayons in Class 1

High School craft materials

Class 9 drama salary recovery from parents

Maynardville visit (High School)

Class camps budgeted to a set amount (Classes 3 to 11 )

Class 10 Coming of Age camp

Class 10

4902

5297

Please note that sundry charges will not be refundable.

Class 11

5002

5380

Class 12

5002

5220

Class 13

5002

5219

Building Levy: The first child in each family will be charged a Building Levy of R271,
with a charge of R134 being levied to cover second and subsequent children.
Security Levy: Each family will be charged a security levy of R54 per month (this fee
will be levied on the statement of the oldest child).

FINANCIAL NOTES
 There will be a 3% rebate for annual fees paid by 31 January 2018. Should other charges be incurred by the class over and above the monthly fees, these will
be charged on the statement.
 Monthly fees are payable by 10th of each month. Late payment incurs an administration levy of R150. Please use child’s account number as reference.

The school requires payment of full fees during any leave of absence.









A 5% rebate for siblings will be applied across the board. No need to apply for this for 2018.
Piano fees: Those children taking piano lessons will have payments made to the school allocated first against school fees and then for piano lessons. Should
school fees not be up to date, the piano teacher will be advised and piano lessons must be discontinued.
Class camps: Provision has been made for one class camp for Classes 3 to 11. Should the projected camp exceed budget for that class, charges may be added
to school fees, or parents could fundraise for the extra amount needed, whichever is preferred by them.
Stationery specific to a class: Class-specific stationery or materials not covered under the monthly sundry general stationery charge will be billed as an extra
charge.
Sundry charges will not be refundable.
Exclusion procedure:
1. After one month of non-payment, the School Business Manager speaks to the parents and should come away with a payment plan agreed upon between her
and the parents for covering the backlog as well as the way forward (30 days default). This to be confirmed in writing.
2. If no agreement for payment is reached, or if agreement is broken (i.e. second month of default), then School Business Manager and members of debtors group
will meet with the parents to find a way forward. The agreements reached at this meeting are documented and sent to the parents (60 days default).
3. Should the agreement reached in (2) above be breached, then the School Business Manager prepares a letter (sent by registered mail and email) notifying the
parents that the learner will be excluded at the end of the current term and any outstanding fees will be handed over for collection (90 days).

Monthly Afternoon Care Fees
Full day: Anytime longer than 150 minutes : KG and PS

5 days per
week : R
1025

4 days per
week: R
908

Half day: Anytime up to 150 minutes : KG and PS
691
637
Casual charges per hour:
R 44 per hour and calculated proportionately thereafter
Siblings waiting for other siblings for a maximum of 60 minutes : R150

3 days per
week: R
747
538

2 days per
week: R
542
398

1 day per
week: R
315
219

Aftercare fees are charged monthly in arrears.
Changes: Please note that any changes to arrangements on the initial application form must be made in writing to the Aftercare supervisor and will require
two weeks’ notice.
N.B. CHILDREN WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND REGULAR AFTERCARE SESSIONS IF THEIR SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS ARE IN ARREARS.
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Community Notices
MUSIC COMPOSITION TUITION
Have you ever wanted to write a piece for recorder? Maybe a piano sonata?
Or even a symphony? My name is Stephanie Ann Boyd, I’m a symphonic
composer in New York City, and I went to the Rudolf Steiner School of Ann
Arbor. You can find me on the list of Famous Waldorf Alumni, and my music
is now being played all over the world. I teach music composition lessons
via Skype and I’ve helped over 100 people write their first pieces. I charge
$100 an hour, and have several financial scholarships for those who need
them. I love to teach Waldorf students and their parents! You can read
more about how I help composers at http://stephanieannboyd.com/te, and
you can send me an email at stephanie@stephanieannboyd.com to learn
more.

Delicious Homemade Vegan butter
Delicious Homemade Vegan butter with sustainable GMO free ingredients.
R60 for 200ml glass jar. (R55 for re-orders if you bring back the jar.)
Contact Nadia at 082 320 0733 / nuttynuds@gmail.com

Innovative seasonal planting trays
Make sure you are planting what grows optimally. We
hold the planting calendar for you - all you do is plant.
Veg Out – 24 tray of seasonal vegetables designed to
feed your family.
Salad Days - 12 pack edible flowers, leaves, annual herbs
Hipster Juice – 12 pack helps you grow you’re your green juice.
Order from bridget@seed.org.za for collection in Kenilworth on Tuesday
afternoon at school pick up.
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HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS TEACHER
Constantia Waldorf School requires a
Mathematics teacher for the upper High School,
to start in January 2018. Must be able to teach
the CAPS system at NSC level.
The successful applicant should:
5. Be suitably qualified in the subject
6. Have some knowledge of Waldorf pedagogy
and be willing to be trained further in Waldorf
education.
7. Be able to work as part of a dynamic team
8. Be able to take initiative and work creatively
9. Be SACE registered
Please submit a short CV with an accompanying
motivating letter stating other subjects you
would be willing to teach to:
The High School Faculty,
Constantia Waldorf School
Spaanschemat River Road, Constantia 7806
Email: admin@waldorfconstantia.co.za
021-7941105

Fax:

Closing date : Friday 15 September 2017
If applicants do not hear or receive a response within 2
weeks of the closing date, it may be understood that the
application has not been successful.

Middle School Teacher: English
Mooiplaats, Pretoria
We are seeking an energetic, innovative and
suitably qualified Middle School teacher to join
our dynamic College of Teachers at our school on
Rosemary Hill Farm. The position will involve
teaching grade 7 to 9 students English Home
Language and Social Sciences Main Lessons, as
well as some additional Life Orientation lessons.
A hardworking and enthusiastic teaching
professional with excellent subject knowledge and
command of English verbal and writing skills, a
sound understanding of the Waldorf curriculum
or willingness to be mentored in Waldorf
Education, will enjoy working in this stimulating
environment. An artistic flair and an aptitude for
drama/music will count in your favour.
The applicant will be a motivated individual with a
keen interest in encouraging and inspiring young
minds to love learning and building strong
relationships with learners and parents alike.
Suitable candidates will:
• have a BEd, or suitable degree and PGCE
qualification
• be SACE-registered
• commit to ongoing training in Waldorf
Education
• be a non-smoker
Please submit your curriculum vitae, a cover letter
with a brief motivation why you choose to be a
Waldorf educator and 3 references by email to:
Zelde Rischmüller, Business Manager,
info@thewaldorfschool.co.za
Closing date for applications: 15 October 2017
Appointment date: January 2018

FULL TIME HIGH SCHOOL
DRAMA TEACHER
Constantia Waldorf School has a position open for
a full time High School Drama Teacher from
January 2018. The successful applicant should:
 Be suitably qualified in the subject
 Have interest in Waldorf pedagogy and be
committed to further training in Waldorf
education.
 Preferably have some experience of
producing youth/amateur theatre
 Be able to work as part of a dynamic team
 Be able to take initiative and work creatively
 Be SACE registered
Kindly send your letter of application with
maximum 2 page curriculum vitae addressed to:
The College of Teachers, Constantia Waldorf
School, Spaanschemat River Road, Constantia,
7806
Email submissions to

admin@waldorfconstantia.co.za
Fax submissions to: 0862601221
Closing date : 18 September 2017
If applicants do not hear or receive a response within 14 days
of close of application, it may be understood that the
application has not been successful.

Primary School Teacher
Mooiplaats, Pretoria
We are seeking an energetic, innovative and
suitably qualified Primary School teacher to join
our dynamic College of Teachers at our school on
Rosemary Hill Farm.
A hardworking and enthusiastic teaching
professional with excellent command of English
verbal and writing skills, a sound understanding
of the Waldorf curriculum or willingness to be
mentored in Waldorf Education, will enjoy working
in this stimulating environment. An artistic flair
and an aptitude for crafts/music will count in your
favour.
The applicant will be a motivated individual with a
keen interest in encouraging and inspiring young
minds to love learning and building strong
relationships with learners and parents alike.
Suitable candidates will:
• have a BEd, or suitable degree and PGCE
qualification
• be SACE-registered
• commit to ongoing training in Waldorf
Education
• be a non-smoker
Please submit your curriculum vitae, a cover letter
with a brief motivation why you choose to be a
Waldorf educator and 3 references by email to:
Zelde Rischmüller, Business Manager,
info@thewaldorfschool.co.za
Closing date for applications: 15 October 2017
Appointment date: January 2018

PRIMARY SCHOOL HANDWORK
ASSISTANT TEACHER REQUIRED
Constantia Waldorf School has a position open
for a Handwork Trainee Assistant for the
Primary School from Term 1 2018
Working hours will be 10am - 3pm
A qualified and experienced Waldorf teacher is
preferable, with SACE registration
Kindly send your letter of application with
maximum 2 page curriculum vitae addressed to:
The College of Teachers, Constantia Waldorf
School, Spaanschemat River Road, Constantia,
7806
Email submissions to the School Coordinator
Denise Janssens:
denise@waldorfconstantia.co.za
Fax submissions to: 021-7941105
Closing date for applications:
Friday 8 September 2017
If applicants do not hear or receive a response
within 14 days of close of application, it may be
understood that the application has not been
successful.

Class 3 Teacher 2017
The Lesedi Waldorf School is situated at GaMatlala about 60km away from Polokwane and
Mokopane, Limpopo. We are offering a teaching
position to a special person who has the
necessary qualifications and enthusiasm. An
artistic flair and ability to work well with your
hands will be to your advantage.
Successful applicants must meet the following
criteria:
 Applicants must have a SACE registration and
teaching qualification
 Be willing to undergo training in, and study
Waldorf Education, if not an experienced/
qualified Waldorf teacher.
 Preference will be given to persons with
Waldorf experience and knowledge.
 Preference will be given to person with skills
and experience in handwork and drama
Appointment date: 09 October 2017

E-mail: lesediwaldorf@yahoo.com
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KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

Class 1 Plus Xhosa
Subject Teacher Required

Appointment date: January 2018

Dassenberg Waldorf School seeks a suitably
qualified Waldorf teacher to commence work as
soon as possible.
The successful applicant must meet the
following criteria:
Be fluent in English as well as Xhosa
Have appropriate academic qualifications,
with SACE registration
Be willing to adapt to the ethos of Waldorf
Education
Be creative, innovative and enthusiastic and
display a definite willingness to adapt easily to
various situations
Have a real interest in children and their
development
Kindly submit your CV and Motivational Letter
detailing your experience and qualifications as
a (Waldorf) Teacher.
SAXONWOLD ROAD Tel: 021 572 1105,
Fax No: 021 572 2175 – Fax No: 086 538 8015
P.O. Box 1714 Dassenberg 7350
info@dassenbergwaldorf.org.za

Successful applicants must meet the following
criteria:
• Have appropriate academic qualifications, with
SACE registration
• Have undergone the Waldorf Teacher Training
• Understand and identify with the Waldorf ethos
of the school
• Be creative, innovative and enthusiastic
• Have a real interest in children and their
development
• Be computer literate and preferably own
transport
Kindly send your Curriculum Vitae with a covering
letter to one of the following:
Natalie Scherr Steyn
Imhoff Waldorf School
PO Box 1206
Sun Valley 7985
 Email: natalie@imhoffwaldorf.org
Closing date for applications: 20 September 2017

INVITATION FOR APPLICATIONS: ASSISTANT
TEACHER (Primary School)
Appointment date: January 2018
Successful applicants must meet the following
criteria:
• Have appropriate academic qualifications (B.Ed),
with SACE registration
• Have undergone the Waldorf Teacher Training
• Be creative, innovative and enthusiastic
• Have a real interest in children and their
development
• Be able to work with the whole group and assist
individual needs of children
• Ability to play a musical instrument will be an
advantage
Kindly send your Curriculum Vitae with a covering
letter to one of the following:
Natalie Scherr Steyn
Imhoff Waldorf School
PO Box 1206
Sun Valley 7985
 Email: natalie@imhoffwaldorf.org
Closing date for applications: 30 September 2017

KINDERGARTEN ASSISTANT TEACHER REQUIRED
Gaia Waldorf School seeks a person with a background/qualification (minimum level 4) in Early Childhood Waldorf Education to start January 2018.
This post would be suited for an individual who is reliable, punctual, honest, creative and who takes initiative, has a good command of the English
language and is committed to working with young children.
The ability to work as part of a team is essential.
Application and curriculum vitae to: The College of Teachers, admin@gaiawaldorf.co.za

Tel. 021 447 0546

Closing date for Applications: Friday 27 October 2017
If applicants do not receive a response within 14 days of close of application, the application has not been successful.
Gaia W aldorf School, Oude Molen Village, Alexandra Rd, Pinelands, Cape Town
Postal Address: PO Box 13416, Mowbray 7705
Tel: 021 447-0546 Fax: 086 516 3346  Email: gaiawaldorf@mweb.co.za  Web: www.gaiawaldorf.co.za
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Thank You for bringing your
OLD BATTERIES for recycling!
Please bring your old batteries and drop them in
the tin provided at Reception. Let's keep all those
poisons out of landfill! COLLECTED SO FAR: 22,5kg

Adoption is a concept that so many people in the
world do not understand. Thola Antamu (black)
and her mother (white), share their adoption
story with the hope of sharing advice, joys, fears
and happiness with an audience who is willing
and open to listen, learn, share, and create a
warm safe space for the many new families that
are thinking about, wanting to and have adopted
in South Africa. Society wants to tick boxes that
we do not want to fit into. This is our story.
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