Michael Oak
Waldorf School
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
No. 24
4 Marlow Road Kenilworth 7708 Cape Town

Tel. 021 797 9728

Fax 021 797 1207

info@michaeloak.org.za

8 August 2019

www.michaeloak.org.za

The Importance
of Woodwork
Artificial Intelligence and the Fourth Industrial
Revolution are currently the trending words on
everyone’s lips, but down in the Woodwork room words
like rasp, chisel, cut, saw, gouge, file, mallet, and square
are trending. These are words that recall a different
tongue, words that speak of action, of doing, of
measurement and judgement – no artificial intelligence
here but heart and hand, hard at work.
From their first Kindergarten experience, Waldorf pupils
are brought to an education of the senses. Surrounded
by natural materials – silk, wool, cotton, paper, wax and
wood – they are imbued with a feeling for texture, grain
and form. In the upper Primary School they are
introduced to the ‘hard tools’ needed for working in
wood. They learn to harness the will, to cut, rasp, gouge
and chisel; to draw out from a block of wood, a knife, a
spoon, a bowl. Shaped by human intelligence, life forces
pour into the unfolding shapes. Polished and burnished,
from these artefacts in return, flow forces which bring
health and glowing cheeks, toughened sinews and more
discerning eyes.
It is not an egg you see before you but a life giving deed.

Above: Using 'Real tools' in the
kindergarten

Soon the old Woodwork room will be replaced by a brand
new, larger work space as the school begins the second
phase of the High School development. It seems an
opportune time to appeal to parents, grandparents and
great-grandparents to ransack workshops, tool boxes,
attics and cellars for rasps, gouges saws – in fact any
hand tool not in use. The Luddites in the woodwork
room will make good use of them. Likewise, as you
prune your garden imagine if an egg, or a spoon lies
sleeping in the branch or stem that has just been cut
and bring it along to us!
Vincent Message

We wish allour Muslim Families a Happy andJoyous Eid
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“Thank You”,
Everyone!
From Haidr, Class 5:
I wish to thank everyone from Michael Oak, and the
extended school community, who contributed towards
our pet food collection for the PDSA.
A huge hug to people who donated money for
sterilisations, including my generous godmother!
Let’s hope we can collect even more next year.

A special thank you, from Patrick Horrigan
Chief Executive Officer, PDSA.
We would like to thank you most sincerely for your generous
donation of dog and cat food towards the feeding of the
animals at the PDSA.
The food donated will go a long way towards feeding the
many patients in our hospital. Pet food is always one of our
top listed needs and we appreciate the effort you have put into
finding people to donate towards this need — thank you.

For more on
the PDSA
please click on
the logo at left.

The accumulation of support such as yours allows us to
continue offering a quality service to animals whose owners
are not able to afford the services of a private veterinarian.
Thank you once again for your amazing donation.

Michael Oak Waldorf School
Playgroup to Matric

Introductory Talk for Prospective
and Current Waldorf Parents
Saturday 7 September 10h00 to 12h00
Education for the world of tomorrow

Attending one of these talks is an integral part of the application process, and it is
expected that parents new to Michael Oak will attend one if they have not already
done so.
Information on Rudolf Steiner and his love for philosophy will be shared. We will then
discuss Steiner’s understanding of the evolution of consciousness and how this led
him to a clear understanding of the milestones of awakening, from childhood to
adulthood. Based on this development, he forumulated the Waldorf curriculum of
childappropriate methodology. Various aspects of this methodology will be discussed.
Booking is essential: Please email Lynn at lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za with
your name, contact details and whether you require childminding, which is available
for children aged 3+.
info@michaeloak.org.za

'Taking Back Our Children'
A big thank you to everyone for your
ongoing contributions.

You are warmly invited to our

www.michaeloak.org.za

MANENBERG

021 797 9728

4 Marlow Rd, Kenilworth

For more information contact
fiona@clipclop.co.za
Here's the complete 'Yellow Crate'
roster for this term:
Week 12 - 16 Aug ---

Class 6

Week 19 - 23 Aug ---

Class 5

Week 26 - 30 Aug ---

Class 4

Week 2 - 6 Sept ---

Class 3

Week 9 - 13 Sept ---

Class 2
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REPORT FROM THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The High School Forum

Report by Claudia McCaig, current chair of the Forum

The High School Forum (HSF) was started in 2014 in response to
the expansion of the High School. I have taken over from Trinity
Loubser who was the first chair and set the Terms of Reference
in motion. We are extremely grateful for her dedication and
leadership over the past five years.
Although this is an informal group made up of volunteers we
follow requirements and have meeting procedures. Our
meetings are minuted and sent out to all High School Parents
and Faculty.
Teenagers don't really want or need need parent involvement as
they do in the Primary school. Often we parents don't always
know what is going on or what to expect. The Forum is a good
bridge between school life / teachers and our children. We meet
once a term on a Tuesday evening for a couple of hours to check
in, brain-storm, discuss current issues and upcoming events.
It is a positive group and we are made to feel welcome by the
two or three teachers representing the High school faculty. As
we are not mandated to make decisions, any concerns or
suggestions we have go directly to the High School Faculty
meeting the following Tuesday.
The Chairperson, in this case me, meets with the high school
secretary (Claire Walters) and the high school representative
(Derina Wille) the Friday before our meeting to set the Agenda
and to make sure we have answers from discussions from the
previous meeting.
We have just completed our Terms of Reference for the High
School Forum and you can find this document the school
website under Policies.
I would like to read an extract from this document.
Composition.
The High School Forum are volunteer parents preferably from
each High School class 8-12 inclusive. The HS Forum is an open
forum and every High School parent who wishes to attend the
High School Forum is encouraged to attend.
Role
The role of the HS Forum is to provide a discussion space for HS
parents on High School matters that are not learner-, teacher-,
or parent-specific, and to assist and support the HS Faculty with

Books
for
the
Fair

the smooth running and development of the High School. The
Forum also wishes to facilitate a deeper understanding of the
methods and approach of a Waldorf High School.
Just to give you an idea of what we discuss here are some of the
themes from some recent Agendas:
1- How to bring a concern?
Looking at the updated policy.
2-Code of Behavior for both teachers and students.
Looking at a positive, looking at an existing policy.
3- Role of the Class Guardian
4- Regular feedback from a Main lesson.
Standardized feedback forms?
5- High School Student Forum.
Changing the role.
6- HS Prospectus
What do we need from it?
7- The President's Award
Internal and external mentor and motivator.
So these are just some of the Agenda points.
Thank you to Annabel Ryder for your minutes and dedication.
And to Roy Davids and Derina Wille, our constant high school
representatives, who engage so warmly with us. And Claire
Walter who helps us so much!
I warmly invite and encourage you to come to these meetings!
Parts of our meetings are not always comfortable but we are
always able to listen and share with respect and integrity. You
can learn so much about your child's school life, you will feel a
warm appreciation for the teachers and you can make a positive
difference.

I look forward to seeing you
at the next meeting in the High school
on Tuesday 20th August at 6.45.

The best way to deal with that fear, is to
stock up on lots of books, of course.
And you know already where
to find those books
(at very reasonable prices too!)...
Roll on 26 October!
Thank you to the kind people who
donated such nice books to our
Bookstall this week.
Derina
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Michael Oak Parents,
I’m writing this request, I’m sure also on behalf of the other 296 Drivers who use
Marlow Road to Drop Off their Loved Ones!!!
The “Drop & Go” idea was introduced to alleviate the Traffic Buildup Problem.
So, when Someone, and you know who you are, just Parks in this area, you are just
being totally arrogant and don’t care !!!
There are several roads nearby where one can park safely, as we did for many years,
and take the short walk to school.
This way you are spending some quality time with your child, and getting some
exercise at the same time.
Mr. Wilmoht Mathimba will also
kindly Stop the traffic and assist
you over Gibson Road if needed.
I look so forward to a free flow of
traffic from Monday.
Kindest Regards,
(Name supplied -- High School
parent)

APPLICATION FOR
ANNUAL FEE
ASSISTANCE FOR
2020
Parents who wish to apply for fee
assistance for 2020 are invited to
collect a form from the school
reception or apply for an electronic
version by emailing me at
pschneider@michaeloak.org.za.
These forms need to be completed
in full and returned with the
supporting documentation to the
School Administrator by
Wednesday 21 August 2019. We are
hoping to have this process
completed by the end of term 3.
It is the expectation of the Trustees
that parents who receive this
assistance “give back” to the school
by participating in the various groups
and activities at Michael Oak.
Participation in and around the
school is taken very seriously when
considering applications.
Pam Schneider -- School
Administrator

Click anywhere on this poster to book through Quicket
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A Term at a Waldorf
School in Germany
The Boome family spent the term 2 in Berlin, Germany,
where Jesse attended the Berlin-Mitte Waldorf School .
Jesse's mother Claudia Batschari shares her impressions
The school is situated literally in the heart of Berlin Mitte (the former East) at a busy
intersection which houses big co-operations and trendy shops.
The first thing that stands out is that in the morning the streets are buzzing with people –
and especially children – of all ages on bikes and scooters making their way to schools.
This was one of our highlights – to walk or cycle to school each morning … what a
pleasure!!
At the entrance of the Waldorf School a never-ending stream of cyclists enter the grounds.
Suddenly you don’t feel in such an urban environment anymore. It is a big conventional
school building on big grounds, even though the school does not have more pupils than
our school. Having so much space is amazing for this inner city location, where property
prices are soaring.
It means that the school has a big fenced-in soccer field, a big veggie garden, bees, rabbits
and three sheep – and even a canteen which can seat 50 people.
Jesse participated in the last term of class three there, which focusses on the environment
you live in. They did lots of outings by foot to visit old craftsmanship places, like an old
leather manufacturer and a 111 year old ‘pantoffel maker’ (house shoe maker) which the
kids very much enjoyed.
The class curriculum seemed a nice mix of play and work, and the teacher had an
emphasis on predictable rhythm, always mixed in with something new, different and
unexpected.
All children go to the ‘Hort’ (Aftercare) in wooden container-like rooms where the children
up to class 6 are in small mixed age groups. They eat in their groups and have animal and
table duties. The older ones have lunch in the canteen. So all the children eat at school.
The food is vegetarian and comes from selected organic farms and is prepared at school.
After the ‘quiet time’ at the Hort the kids have free play, which is almost as if they are at
home. Many of the Hort caretakers work in the garden or tend to the animals and are
there for the children. Girls are dressing up, some chhildren are carving, playing soccer,
building sandcastles with waterways etc.
At a certain time and day they can participate in circus activity or use the woodwork room
during aftercare.
Quite a few children have a normal phone from quite an early age, as some are taking the
subway from age 9 and need to be reachable. However these are not smartphones, and on
the school grounds phones are simply not allowed (even for parents).
Music plays a big role in the school and children are encouraged to play an instrument –
and many different instruments can be learned through private lessons at the school.
From upper primary, choirs and bands are formed and encouraged, and they play at as
many occasions as possible. We were fortunate to attend a school concert and saw their
amazing steel drum band, which consists of 70 children. This is taught by an enthusiastic
teacher from Brazil. The band was rehearsing intensively for a big concert in the city, as
part of Waldorf 100.
We attended one class parent evening, which was also interesting. There was no class
WhatsApp group in Jesse’s class, which I found interesting – and I got the feeling that the
parents are kept a bit more at bay by the teacher in terms of their involvement.
However they are encouraged to participate quite hands-on in the school on many
occasions. On the last day of the term, the parents were asked to come with lots of
cleaning utensils to help give the school a proper clean for the new year to come.
Even though our time felt too fleeting to really dive into the workings of the school, the
school felt all in all like a wonderful space of creative play and joyful learning, in a
surprisingly rural-feeling setting in the middle of Berlin.

Image at top from the school's website.
All other photos by Claudia.
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Community Notices
Please send all adverts to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

FLAT AVAILABLE TO RENT
Two bedroom flat in Kenilworth available for rent. Please contact Jan for
details or viewing at 083 273 6001.

GUITAR WANTED
Wanted ... a reasonably priced acoustic guitar. Please contact Jean Cohen
072 348 1860

EMPLOYMENT WANTED (1)
Rudo Chiyangwa (from Zimbabwe) is a energetic and enthusiastic
domestic worker. She is punctual, hard-working, totally reliable and kind.
She is great with children, cheerful and responsive. We only have 2 days a
week work for her and she needs more employment. Please contact Janni
if you may be interested in her coming to work for you: 084 619 7382

EMPLOYMENT WANTED (2)
Florence is a calm, thorough and careful domestic worker. She is quiet,
motherly and committed. She has a good overview and works in a logical
way to meet the challenging requirements of housekeeping. We have a
large home with many pets and in a single day she is able to work
through it. Florence is Wilmot (our school marshal)’s daughter in law and
she desperately needs work. She is available full time. Please call Florence
directly: 071 170 7659 or Janni for reference 084 619 7382.

CUSTOM FURNITURE and CARPENTRY
Custom Furniture & Carpentry by an ex Michael Oakie. Need a bookcase
that fits an awkward spot? Chair with wobbly legs? Contact me! 074-4128593 jacobusct@fb.com/JacobusWoodwork

Polystyrene
Trays needed
for the Fair
Thank You for all the polystyrene
trays which you have dropped off
this past week -- please keep on
collecting them! The polystyrene
trays that fruit and veg come in will
be used to fill handmade seats for
the Fair so we need LOTS! Please
bring as many as you can to the
box outside the school office. (Not
trays that were used for meat.)
And please could you wash and dry
the trays before dropping off? This
would help tremendously. The box
will be there for a couple of
months.
Many thanks, Class 6
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LIFT CLUB (1)
MUIZENBERG LIFT CLUB - SEATS OPEN Travelling from Muizenberg / Lakeside /
Marina Da Gama to Michael Oak every day? We have a few seats available in our lift
club. Parents share driving duties equally in a Toyota Condor that seats 7 children
comfortably. Safe and reliable. Children arrive at school early. Environmentally
friendly, cost-effective and socially responsible. Please contact Gideon on 082 853
9368.

LIFT CLUB (2)

Setting up shuttle service from Pinelands: We are 3 families living in Pinelands
whose kids go to Cedar House and we are wanting to set up a shuttle service for the
morning run to school. Because of the near proximity of the 2 schools we are
extending the invite to Michael Oak families who live in the Pinelands, Rondebosch,
surrounds area. The more takers the cheaper! Please contact Cristina: 072 553
5839.

AUDIO EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
Audio equipment repairs by highly experienced technician. Free quotes and 3
month guarantee on repairs. Contact Tinus at 083-547-3826 or tinus@point.co.za.

ADVERTISING IN THE
LEAFLET
Donations for Community
Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer
a contribution to our Bursary Fund. Minimum
donation R30. Please use these bank details for EFT
transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900. Acc. No.:
071885382 Acc Name: Michael Oak School
Fundraising. Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will
only be published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3
insertions per term.

DEADLINE
for
Advertising
Please note that the
deadline for all
advertisements is
Thursday at 12
noon.
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To see this week's
list of childfriendly activities
click HERE
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THE LIFE OF THE
HONEYBEE
A BIODYNAMIC
PERSPECTIVE
with Gerard Frater
Join us on Saturday 21 September at De Zoete Inval Farm in Southern Paarl
where we will explore and experience the life of the honeybee from a
biodynamic perspective.
We will have talks and discussion in the morning, a healthy organic meal and
practical, experiential bee observations in the afternoon.
VENUE: De Zoete Inval Farm, end of Frater Street, Southern Paarl,
DATE: Saturday 21 September 2019
PROGRAMME:
9:30am tea/coﬀee
10am biodynamic beekeeping – the life of the honeybee
12pm lunch
1pm practical – opening of a beehive - questions and discussions
4pm ﬁnish
Cost R700 includes lunch and teas (members R500)

FOR BOOKINGS AND PAYMENTS PLEASE MAIL US AT

info@bdaasa.org.za

Also in Athlone:

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

