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Early Closing
Thursday 21 June: 12:30pm
(Primary only) for St John's
Festival at 6.15pm

Class 9 Economics

Friday 22 June: 11:30am

St John’s Festival
Full details on page 2

Sport Next Week
There will be Primary and
High School Sport Next week
Monday 18th and Tuesday
19th, weather dependent.

Information
Session
In support of the 2018 / 2019
Michael Oak Board of
Trustees nominations
process that is currently
under way, parents are
invited to an Information
Session on the structure
and function of The Board
of Trustees and its
sub-committees.
Wednesday 20th June 2018
Time : 19h00
Venue: Upstairs Meeting room

The Class 12
Modern Play
Festival
The Class 12s will complete
their Modern Play Festival
next week with THE
CANTERBURY TALES by
Geoffrey Chaucer.
Do come and support them
in this important Waldorf
milestone. Performances are
on Friday and Saturday next
week.

The Leaflet next
week
There will be no printed Leaflet
next Friday, the last day of
term. The e-Leaflet will be sent
out as usual on Friday
afternoon.

In class 9 the students actively participate in a main lesson called Economic Management Sciences (EMS).
This teaches the young student the underlying theory and background to good solid business practices
and the skills required to start up and maintain their own businesses. Teenagers use money at an
alarming rate and part of this lesson aims to show them to respect and value money, not only for how it
can benefit them individually but also how it can benefit society as a whole and the world in general.
As a class we visit a huge corporate business like Pick n Pay where we get a tiny glimpse into the
background and business practices that keep this company going. Last year one of our students asked a
question of our host, Suzanne Ackerman-Berman, which led to the company changing its whole way of
using plastic in all its stores countrywide.
We also invited a local entrepreneur from our parent body to come and explain just what it takes in terms
of personal characteristics, skills and knowledge to start and maintain a small business. This was then
followed up by visits to local businesses in the area to interview the owners and see the business as it
operates on a daily basis. As a teacher I am immensely grateful to these businesses who have never
turned us away and are always so willing to accommodate our students in the middle of their day.
An important part of this main lesson also shows how business is not only about making money and
being sustainable but also caring for the people whom we are serving and the environment around us.
All this is then put into practice when the class is divided into groups and each group has to set up a
business and follow the principles and practices that they have learnt. They create their products after
doing some research and sell them to the school community. The market day is followed up with an
analysis of their particular business to see what were their strengths and weaknesses.
This year’s class 9’s threw themselves into this lesson with great gusto and really rose to every occasion,
conducting themselves in a very ‘professional manner’ with all our guests and those local entrepreneurs
that were interviewed. Let’s watch this space to see how many of them become entrepreneurs in a few
years’ time and contribute to our society and our world.
Roy Davids
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Primary School

St John's
Festival
Thursday 21st June,
6.15 for 6.30 pm
Dear parents,
Weather permitting, we will
celebrate our festival with all
of you and the children accompanied by the rising stars
above us. The children will go on a lantern walk beyond the
boundaries of our school grounds, guarded by you.
Afterwards we will arrange ourselves in a broad half-circle
around the blazing fire on our oval. We will sing together
and move the following words, written and put to song many
years ago by our dear Mrs Bestwick:
OPEN MY EYES TO SEE WHAT IS BEAUTIFUL

The Class 12
Modern Play Festival
THE CANTERBURY TALES
adapted by Martin Riley

Geoffrey Chaucer is dead! In a dramatic attempt to bring him back to
life, seven medieval alchemists invite a group of Chaucer’s best known
pilgrims – the Knight, the Wife of Bath, the Pardoner, the Nun’s Priest,
and the Miller – to tell their Canterbury Tales…
Some tales are elegant and elevated, others ribald and raunchy. What
comes through mostly though, in this street-theatre adaptation, is
Chaucer’s sympathetic grasp of the spirit of the English character and
his non-judgemental, humanitarian outlook.
The style is in “Commedia dell’ Arte” where there was audience
participation, and the plays were comic and often rude. The actors used
loud voices, big gestures, and lots of energy.
Although occasionally slightly risqué, this is definitely GREAT
entertainment for the whole family!
Friday 22 and Saturday 23 June at 7:30pm.

MY MIND TO KNOW WHAT IS TRUE
AND MY HEART TO LOVE WHAT IS GOOD
This year the focus for our festival has been around
strengthening our interest in each other and our
environment.
Saint John is the bringer of change.
In a yearly rhythm, specifically around wintertime we try to
strengthen on the one hand our inner light, and on the other
hand an awareness of what beautiful light rays out from
people around us. Hence the activity of making lanterns
which many of us keep and cherish for years...
We try to learn to see and listen, not only with our eyes and
ears but also with our hearts. To whatever extent we do this,
our lives, communities and environments are immensely
enriched and made more interesting.

Arrangements for the St John's Festival:
On the night of the Festival the teachers request help from
Parents in the following areas:
 Will Class 1, 4 and 5 parents please stand in Sheerness Rd. Will Class 1, 4 and 5 parents please stand in Sheerness Rd.
 Will Class 1, 4 and 5 parents please stand in Sheerness Rd. Class 3 and 6 parents please to stand in Gibson Rd.
 Will Class 1, 4 and 5 parents please stand in Sheerness Rd. Class 2 and 7 parents to line up along Marlow Rd.
On the night of the Festival, teachers will be there to direct and
brief parents as to their role as we watch the beautiful procession
of lanterns leave our school grounds and stream out into the
streets of Kenilworth. The Primary School Teachers would like to
remind parents please refrain from using cell phone cameras or
torches during the procession and at the singing around the fire.
Further, can each child please bring a log of wood to feed the
bonfire. Please put the logs under the trees on the edge of the
Oval on Wednesday morning. Finally, please remember to park
carefully and to not park at the bottom (kindergarden end) of
Gibson Rd. on festival night. Lastly, a reminder that no
Kindergarten children or younger siblings are allowed at the
Festival.
Thank You!
In the event of rain we will have an internal festival on Friday
morning. This will be confirmed by Thursday lunch break.

NB There will be early closing on Thursday and Friday
for the Primary school. See times on page 1.

A Parent responds to last week's Editorial
When I started at Michael Oak as a parent, I was impressed by stories of
the amazing achievements of Waldorf educated people, like the person
who became a success in Google City, or the one who now works for
NASA. As I began to better understand the Waldorf approach, I realized
that these stories sounded superficial as “creative thinking” is a small
part of the whole.
Ann Kantey’s Leaflet editorial last week clarified for me the qualities that
form a much more significant part of the whole. Qualities like
consideration, empathy and gratitude. I realized that I would far rather
my children acquire these qualities than any academic or career
achievement. Waldorf has also taught me that parents, teachers and our
community need to set the example if these qualities are to become
authentic in our children.
Neil Major (Parent in class 4 and 5)
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Books for the Fair
"What waits me on the
shelves? I cannot guess,
But feel the sure
foreboding; there will cry
a voice of human laughter
and distress,
a word that no one needs
as much as I."
from In a Second-Hand
Bookshop by Christopher
Morley

Dear Parents, Please pass on the voices of human
laughter and distress; someone else also needs them...
Thank you,

Derina

Admin Notes
Dear Friends
As you may know, our dear Faiza will be going on Hajj from 17 July – 3
September 2018.
Spiritual transformation is one of the key purposes of Hajj. It is a spiritual
journey to Mecca and Medinah which includes visiting religious and
historian sites. Pilgrims are encouraged to learn, to grow and to change in
likeness to Allah. Furthermore, it is one of the "five pillars" of Islam, and
thus an essential part of Muslims' faith and practice. It is an obligatory
journey that every adult Muslim must undertake at least once in their lives if
they can afford it and are physically able.
Please join us as we bid her the best during this auspicious journey.
Kind Regards,

Lynn Kerchoff

The Board of Trustees at Michael Oak
Michael Oak School is run through a partnership between the College of Teachers and the Board of Trustees, with the College responsible
for the daily running of the school and all pedagogical matters, and the Trustees being ultimately responsible for administrative, financial
and legal matters, including the long-term sustainability of the school.
As per the Trust Deed, the Board of Trustees is made up of between 6 and 12 teachers and parents, with one third of the Board being
teachers. The Trust Deed requires the current board to recommend the size of the Board to the nominations committee, and the current
Board has recommended a board of 12 members for 2018/ 19, comprising 4 teachers and 8 parents. Trustees meet approximately twice a
term and their work is supported by several sub-committees and working groups including the Links. Most trustees serve on (or lead) at
least one sub-committee. Board Members are elected at the School’s AGM, following a nominations process which is coordinated by a
Nominations Committee (two teachers as nominated by College, two trustees as nominated by the current Board and two parents, as
nominated by the Links). The Chair of the Board is elected annually at the first Trustee meeting of the year. The Board can also co-opt
members where needed.

The 2018 AGM is taking place on 1 August 2018 and in preparation for this meeting, the Nominations Committee is now calling
for nominations.
If you know someone who has the interests of the school at heart; is willing to become more involved with its governance
processes and who you think could make a valuable contribution to the Board, please nominate them (with their consent) using
this form and hand it in at the Office, or email it to lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za duly signed by both of you. Please also include a
C.V. for the nominee and a half page motivation from the nominee, setting out why they would like to serve as a trustee and what
they think they can bring to the Board of Trustees. Nominees should preferably have been parents at Michael Oak for at least a
year and have been involved in one of the sub committees or working groups, including as a Link, so that they have a fair
knowledge of the workings of the school.
Please note that the closing date for nominations is 3 July 2018.

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2018 / 2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
NAME OF NOMINEE:

…………………………………….…….…………………………………….…….

NOMINATED BY:

………………….……………………….…………………………………….…….

Motivation for nomination:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of PROPOSER:

………………………..

DATE: …………..…

Signature of NOMINEE: …………………………..
DATE: …………..…

(Please submit a C.V, motivation and the nomination form)
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Fare well, dear Marion
Marion Penfold first walked through the Sheerness Road gate into Michael Oak 53 years ago. She
had heard that there was a Garden Fair at the school, and as she walked up the road she heard the
sound of a flute. Entering the gate she saw a procession of children happily following the Pied
Piper's flute. That Garden Fair was held in 1965, when Marion was still teaching at Rondebosch Boys'
High School. It wasn't long before she joined the staff of Michael Oak where she has made an
enormous contribution over more than five decades. But it is not only at Michael Oak where Marion
has given her time and experience. Her contribution to Waldorf Education and the wider community
in South Africa has been immeasurable. Marion leaves us at the end of next week and will join her
family in the Karoo town of Prince Albert.

On these pages are a few of the Words of Thanks from members of the community.
Michael Oak as we know it is unthinkable without Marion’s years of
regal dedication. She is a hugely passionate and gifted teacher but
much, much more. Marion always brings a wonderful attention to
detail in matters way beyond the classroom but pertinent to the
welfare of others in the school community. The families she has walked
the extra mile with could never be counted and within the staff body of
the school she was always sensitive to the mood and fairness of the
situation.
Her living contacts with past parents and pupils, her constant
consideration of opportunities for the future, her wish to make Waldorf
available to every single parent and child wanting it and her
international friendships have all woven amazing beauty into the
Michael Oak fabric. Her role as class teacher, as College Chair as
mentor and friend have all been precious.
Marion always longed for us to find a purely needs-based fee structure
and it was this idealism and her gratitude for the insights offered by
Rudolf Steiner that seemed to provide a source of endless vital energy.
It is therefore with great gratitude that we who work here acknowledge
one of the founding pillars of Michael Oak. As it strides into the future
let Michael Oak never forget Marion’s immense role in what we enjoy
today. RICHARD COX
I have known Marion for more than 50 years. Together with other
founder teachers, we shared the beginning years of Michael Oak
school, which was quite a Challenge! Apart from teaching, we teachers
had to do all the duties at the school, even mowing the lawn! IGOR
KOTZUBA
Marion - a Michael Oak phenomenon! She is inextricably woven into
the fabric of the school, and I wonder how many children she has
taught since she began here. Then there are the many, many children
for whom she found funding, and the friends from across the world
she made for Michael Oak and for Waldorf education in general. She
has also mentored many teachers at schools throughout the province,
as well as our own. She is one of the best story-tellers I know and when
she turns those expectant big blue eyes on you it is almost impossible
to refuse her! She is one of the very best rock 'n rollers I have ever had
the privilege to see and the memory of her dancing with Eric Spencer is
one of my favourites. The gardens at Michael Oak have been very
important to her as well, and she and Wilmoht Mathimba worked
closely for many years to beautify the school to provide a lovely setting
in which the children could learn and grow. I hope that her new home
will provide a beautiful and comfortable setting for her next adventure
and look forward to hearing the new chapter... LESLEY SWART
The first time Marion retired my daughter (now 34) was in her class.
Those were memorable years. The children adored her -- in fact, they
were such a tight group that they still go away together once a year for
a "girls weekend" together. It was always very obvious that the children
under her were the most important in her life ... When she retired
there was no way that she was not going to remain involved in the
school. She always knew what was happening and certainly let you

know if she did not agree. I spent many years on Fincom where there
were many occasions where decisions about students were deferred to
check with Marion; she was always a presence. She also worked
tirelessly on raising funds for special students from Waldorf friends
around the world keeping them up to date with progress. There is
never any doubt that the principle in Marion’s work is that the child
comes first. Someone once told me that there was not a child that
Marion taught that to this day she knows where they are and what they
are doing. It wouldn’t surprise me if it was true. WINSTON TRAVIS
My first real meeting with Marion was more than 45 years ago when
she became my son Paul’s class one teacher. Several years later I joined
the staff and was privileged to have her as a colleague. Throughout my
time as a kindergarten teacher and as a member of College my
admiration and respect for Marion never ceased to grow. I could
mention many reasons for this, but for me they all come together to
form one authentically human quality. To every relationship, be it child,
parent or colleague, and in every situation requiring thought or
decision making, Marion brought her keen, always focused and lively
mind, and her warmth of heart. SHEILA MILLAR
Ever since I started at Michael Oak 37 years ago, Marion, you were one
of the teachers who made up the backbone of the school. You were my
daughter, Emma's teacher and my teacher too, for I knew I could go to
you with any teaching question. Thank you for your wisdom. After your
retirement, you continued to support the school in so many ways and
the bursary programme in particular owes its inception to you. You
never seem to age and your enthusiasm and positive outlook on life
are an inspiration. ... ANNE COOP
Dear Marion, We have often had conversations when we bump into
one another outside Genevieve's door. The quality of them is just how I
find you: strong, gentle and caring. It was lovely to work with you a
while back and have your insight regarding a child. I wish you all the
best in your new home with the company of owls nearby. We are going
to miss you immensely. All the best with much love SHONA SAAYMAN
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and 70s, and Marion was one of those inspired and visionary people
who worked for and materialized a social organism for the nurturing of
our children. Education in its essence means “bringing forth” and
Marion has devoted her life and being to the cause of bringing forth
fuller human beings, as well as bringing forth teachers who have
gained from her extraordinary insight, experience and wisdom.
In addition to being an inspired teacher, Marion is a raconteur of note,
charming and entertaining, in the wealth of stories she has to tell from
her rich life experience. Outstanding also, is the time and
thoughtfulness Marion puts into how she can help people. Marion
involves her life with love, and we will all be somewhat emptier without
her frequent presence, interest and involvement in our school life.
Marion, we salute you and give you a BIG hug, and wish you God’s
blessing, as you take the next steps in the adventure that has always
been your life. Thank you for the example of your aspiration; you have
left us worthy footsteps to follow in… GRAHAM, DIANE AND OMRI
SCANNELL
For Marion ... I joined Michael Oak in Sub-B in 1974, after having been
beaten at my previous primary school for reading “too fast”. Coming
into her class was like being set free, I was able to breathe out.
But I was always in awe of her. Still am. I think it was the way she
carried herself – I found her magisterial. The perfect role for her, to my
eyes, was as the Angel Gabriel at the year-end Nativity Play.
Marion moulded me – helped me find that inner core and bring it out,
to be my authentic self from an early age. What luck to have a teacher
like that be with you through primary school.
Marion, I am so glad that we are still friends – I loved spending the day
with you in April…. Having lunch with you and Katie, going out to see
Emmaleen Vye’s Play in Muizenberg that evening. Conversation never
wanes: education, spirituality, family, technology, literature, art.
Luckily, close friends of mine live on a farm near Prince Albert so I shall
continue to be in touch.
Congratulations on a career dedicated to helping children be their best
selves. All love, JUSTINE LIMPITLAW
Marion Penfold has played an important role in my life over the many
years I have known her and I wish to express my sincere gratitude to
her for the support she has given me.
Firstly as a Waldorf teacher at Khanyisa school, she was given the task
to assess my teaching. At this time at the beginning of my teaching
career as a Waldorf Class Teacher, she affirmed my work and gave me
much good advice and support.
Thereafter, often a note in my lizard crack gave me exactly what I was
needing. Thank you dear Marion.
Then your wonderful work in finding funds to support the
Eurythmy Therapy Bursary fund, the bringing of Dr, Christhilde Blume
to South Africa to support not only the EurythmyTherapy but help the
parents with practical ways to care for the health of your child.,
Then always the wonderful anecdotes and Anthroposophic insights
that she has found in her reading activity. I have always marvelled at
the extent of her reading and how she can pick up a book and know its
contents from beginning to end and find exactly the passage which she
wishes to share with you or others.
And lastly I wish to commend you Marion on a lesson you have taught
me - one that you practice continually and that is INTEREST IN THE
OTHER. Again MUCH GRATITUDE for all you have brought and shared,
JULIA O'LEARY
An epoch draws to an end with the departure of Marion Penfold from
our community. In so many ways Marion is the mother of much of who
Michael Oak is today. Our school, our momentum and motivation, took
huge sacrifice and dedication from the founding teachers of the 1960s

When you speak to Marion, you know that she is taking in every word
because she listens with such interest. This becomes so clear through
the anecdotes that she summons up when you speak to her about the
school history or a past pupil. For me, Marion is like an encyclopaedia
of everything Michael Oak. She has lived, breathed and loved our
school and the movement for 55 years – more than most of our
lifetimes. Marion, thank you for all your love and dedication to our
school. I have loved working with you and have enjoyed all of our talks.
Your interest and enthusiasm to engage with everyone that you meet
will be sorely missed. You are a rare gem and our loss will be Prince
Albert's gain. GENEVIEVE LANGENHOVEN
Your departure from MO brings back many memories of trustee
meetings in the days when people still knew what telegrams were; of
difficult decisions regarding venturing into the high school and then
having to slow the process; joining you while in London to visit schools
in Germany to meet benefactors whom you nurtured with such care
and then seeing the results in the wonderful caring grownup school
that Michael Oak has become. I think you can ride off in the sunset to
the Karoo with a great deal of pride in your heart. Go well!
UGO RIVERA
Bon voyage over the Swartberg! Leaving Harfield a new era dawns, in
the crisp Karoo air with leiwater, birdsong, and geese and a whole new
community. We wish you well dear Marion as you settle into Marigold
cottage, and
embrace this new
phase of your life
with your
characteristic
humour and
enthusiasm for new
experiences.
SANDY RIVERA

Photos: Previous
page and top of this
page: 1960's.
Right: Marion with
Julia O'Leary (left)
and Lee SmitGardner (right) in
April this year.

More Words of Thanks in next week's Leaflet
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FAIR CORNER
The Class 6 parents have been busy planning this year's Fair and can confirm that
the theme and decor have been essentially finalised, and briefed in for logo and
design elements. These should be ready early next term. Various sub groups have
already started with prize and deli production.
This year the class 4 children are also making crafts to sell ... perhaps other classes
might also like to do this?!
Perhaps on a wet day or two these holidays, you might like to go through your
cupboards and up-cycle or allow us to re-purpose any of the following:
- shells
- driftwood
- old cd's / dvd's
- hoola hoops
- gemstones

- fishing wire
- raffia lengths
- ribbons
- fabric lengths (floaty,
lightweight)

- glass jam jars with lid
- old wax crayons
- old candle wax
- beaded wire animals
- books (any)

- unwanted children's
'gifts' that can be used
as prizes

- any good-as-new toys,
notepads, games,
purses, jewellery
- Gumtree items

Happy de-cluttering as we delve into
Winter and thank you in advance for
your kind donations. Please note in
your diaries the next craft workshop
dates: July 21st, August 25th and
September 15th.
Class 6 Fair Organisers

Photos right and top: crafters at work

High School Youth Day Assembly
The High School held our Youth Day Assembly on Thursday and
began by looking behind us to the past and remembering the
youth who came before us. Each student held a card with a name
of someone who had died in the Soweto uprising and in the
protests which followed. As we stood in a circle the names of the
victims were spoken in turn.
Then we looked to the present and to the students in our
community who are living and building a new future. We
participated in a giant trust exercise – two circles of trust chairs.

Mandela Day
First week of next term, Wednesday 18 July
This year will be the Centenary Mandela Day Celebration
and it is with great enthusiasm that the Primary School
have decided to support Literacy, not only in our school
with a special time of shared reading but we will also be
collecting children's books to support other less
advantaged schools' literacy endeavours. One of those
will be the "Little Libraries" Organisation founded by
Camille Quine.
According to Camille, "We all know what a library is but
what is a little library? It is a small wooden bookshelf that
contains about 120-140 hard paged books so that children
can learn to handle books. When the Little Libraries are
delivered, the creches are also given a carpet so that the
children can sit cosily whilst stories are being read to
them.”

We ended the assembly with a joyous celebration and a viewing
of our Michael Oak “Great Heart” music video. Please follow this
link to view it: https://youtu.be/ZKb7tkivHmE
Thank you to the beautiful children of Michael Oak, the Class 10s
(and Sarah Kellett for filmography assistance).
Caroline Esterhuizen

To this cause, we would like to appeal to all our parents to
support us in our endeavour to fill as many little
bookshelves with appropriate children's books (both hard
and soft paged that are in good condition) that we could
distribute to the Little Libraries Organisation as well as
other needy primary schools.
The Primary and High School will be doing a combined
shared reading for 67 minutes. The High School will
also be involved in an act of service in giving of their
time and energy in the form of a beach clean-up.
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The Month of Ramadan
Ramadan is the month in which the Quran was first revealed nearly
1400 years ago. It was revealed on a night known as Layla tul Qadr
- the Night of Power. This is the greatest night on the Muslim
calendar and is celebrated by spending most of the night in prayer.
We are told to look for Layla tul Qadr amongst the odd nights of
the last ten nights of the month of Ramadan, as the exact date has
not been made known. This results in much of the last ten nights
being spent in the remembrance of our Creator, a befitting
conclusion to a spiritual month.
The Quran was revealed to the prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him). He had been sent to complete the legacy of the
prophet Abraham (pbuh). Prophet Abraham (pbuh) had also
preached a monotheistic faith often referred to as Abrahamic faith.
Prophet Abraham (pbuh) had two sons named Ismail and Isaac
both of whom were also prophets. The Quran speaks of them and
the prophets who succeeded them. In the lineage of Isaac we are
told of Jacob, Yusuf, Job, Aaron, Moses and Jesus.
Prophet Jesus (pbuh) is mentioned often in the Quran and a
chapter is named after his mother, Mary, known in Islam as
Mariam. The Quran tells us that when Mary fasted she would
abstain from speech as well, a vow of silence.
Prophet Moses (pbuh) is mentioned in the Quran more than any
other prophet. He was instructed to fast the middle three days of
each month.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had also observed the fast as Moses
(pbuh) did until Allah instructed him to fast the full month of
Ramadan.

[Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was not of the lineage of Isaac as the
previously mentioned prophets. He was the only prophet of the
lineage of Ismail, the brother of Isaac.]
The fasting is different from other forms of worship in that it is
constant worship. When we pray our five daily prayers, we are in
communication with Allah for only ten minutes at a time. However,
when we fast we are conscious of Allah every moment of the day.
Each time we have the chance to eat or drink or be intimate with
our spouses, the only thing that stops us from fulfilling these basic
desires is our obedience to our Lord. We learn to not be driven by
our needs and wants, and the fact that we all are capable of
mastering them.
During Ramadan, the Quran is recited during the extra prayers
performed at night in mosques all over the world. Many are moved
merely by hearing the recitation of the Quran.
Muslims are instructed to reflect and ponder the meaning of the
words of the Quran. It is when I do this that I realise the true
miracle of the Quran. Even modern science is regularly amazed to
find confirmation of its findings in the Quran.
On Eid ul Fitr we commemorate the end of this month with
congregational prayers in the morning, and then visiting and
feasting with family and friends for the rest of the day.
It is with a sense of sadness and regret that we bid this deeply
spiritual month farewell. And it is with a renewed sense of self and
an invigorated sense of purpose that we face the next eleven
months.
Eid Mubarak to all those who celebrate!
By Fatima Dennis

To our growing consciousness. Love – the Diversity Group
Send us your thoughts, to michaeloakdiversity@gmail.com
This is an opinion column. Views expressed here are of the individual/s who wrote the article

Netball and Volleyball
Stellenbosch Waldorf School braved the weather to join us for high school Netball and Volleyball
matches on Thursday. The rain held off for the Netball match with Stellenbosch just winning 18 13. The girls played well and were full of Michael Oak team spirit!
Volleyball matches took place in the hall with Stellenbosch also winning their matches. 26-24 / 2420 / 15-6. This was the team''s first ever match and they did us proud!
Congratulations! Thank you to our amazing coaches Simone Pieters (netball), Jacky de Kock, and
assistant coach, Heinrich Strydom (volleyball).
Claudia McCaig
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HOLIDAY ART WORKSHOPS
Sue Nepgen will be holding some special art workshops this holiday at her home which borders the
beautiful riverine green belt in Constantia, with cosy fires and views, as well as outdoor work on sunny
days. Children who come during the term as well as all other children may attend. Parents, other adults
and teenagers may attend as well. They will enjoy being creative with a variety of techniques, media and
themes which will be different to those explored in the term classes, or will take what has been explored
further and to the next level. Requests are welcome, and an original clay session will be included. There
will be no repetition from week to week, so participants can come to all three and experience new art
activities each time. They will take home worthwhile artworks after each session. The age grouping is
flexible to allow for convenience and for families to come at the same time . The groups will be small
so early booking is advised. Bring refreshments for a break.

Thurs 28th June
Fri 29th June
Thurs 5th July
Fri 6th July
Thurs 12th July
Fri 13th July

11 am to 1 pm (mainly 5 to 8 years)
11 am to 1 pm (mainly 9 to 13 years)
11 am to 1 pm (mainly 5 to 8 years)
11 am to 1 pm (mainly 9 to 13 years)
11 am to 1 pm (mainly 5 to 8 years)
11 am to 1 pm (mainly 9 to 13 years)

Cost: R220 per session, including all materials and firing (a ‘good value’ fee)
To book contact Sue Nepgen [MPhil in Education (Teaching) UCT] on 0217946609, 0832377242 or email snepgen@xsinet.co.za

Anthroposophical Society
in the Western Cape
Reminder of Norman Skillen's Talk
this Sunday June 17th
THE ‘SINGULARITY’ MAY BE NEAR…. but which one?
A talk by Norman Skillen
A few years ago a class 10 boy assured me that we are “just squishy robots”. Quite
apart from the fact that our “squishiness” makes us very unlike robots, this seems
to be a notion that, along with others like it, lives very strongly with young people
these days. Somehow it has come to be confidently assumed that we, who are
anyway robots already, are inexorably moving towards mergence with our
technology to form what is called ‘the singularity’, and that it is thus our “destiny” to
become super-intelligent cyborgs. Billions of dollars are currently being poured
into the pursuance of this “ideal”, but are the reasons behind the whole enterprise
sound, and can ‘the singularity’ ever be anything more than an elaborate
counterfeit? And if so, what might the authentic singularity be like?
Date: Sunday 17th June 4pm until 5.30pm. Bring and share tea afterwards
Venue: Sophia House, 18 Firfield Road, Plumstead
Cost: R40 and concessions for pensioners and students

Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

HOLIDAY CARE
Looking for someone to take care of your children over the holidays? I am an ex
Waldorf pupil, student and 25 years of age. I am available from July 1st. Please
contact cell/WhatsApp : 0713427089 Email: melbeegoodall@gmail.com Hope to
hear from you,Kind regards, Melissa.”

BOOKSHELF FOR SALE
Bookshelf for sale R500.
Contact Philippa Rattue at 082 748 7936.

Michael Oak TERM DATES 2018
Term 2 – ends Wednesday 20 June (PG & KG)
and Friday 22 June (PS & HS)
Term 3 – Monday 16 July to Friday 21 Sep. (HS & PS)
Monday 16 July to Thurs 20 Sep (PG & KG)
Term 4 – Monday 8 October to Friday 7 Dec.

TERM DATES 2019
Term 1 – Tuesday 22 January to Weds 20 March (HS & PS)
Weds 23 Jan to Weds 20 March (PG & KG)
Term 2 – Tuesday 9 April to Friday 21 June (HS & PS)
Term 3 – Tuesday 16 July to Friday 20 Sep. (HS & PS)

HOME TO RENT
Family home in Plumstead for 3-month rental July – September. Near to MOak. 3
bedrooms, spacious house. R16 000pm. Call Murray 076 815 3451.

Term 4 – Tuesday 8 October to Friday 6 Dec.
----------------------------------------------------------------
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EXTRAMURAL ART CLASSES 2ND/3RD TERM, 2018
We had a busy and full 2nd term, including chalk pastel
work (seascapes, landscapes, fire, birds, flowers and night
scenes); feather and quill sketching in colour with
imagination for the younger children and in pencils for the
older ones; creating, painting and varnishing clay sea
rocks with all their creatures and plants; under the sea
watercolour paintings; and relief tiles in different colours
of clay on an animal theme. Generally, on offer are a
variety of media, themes as well as 2-D and 3-D projects,
including those about the natural environment (Sue’s
speciality). Our artworks are stimulated by South African
and other artists, as well as current and recent exhibitions
and topics.
Next term, projects will be inspired by Norval Foundation
Art Museum in Steenberg: the architecture, wonderful
outdoor sculpture garden, wetland park and painting
collections: Our main projects will be plaster of paris
chiselled sculptures and painting on canvas, as well as
various other drawing, painting and creative projects. Do
remember you can put in requests. There will be
differentiation as to what the younger and older children
do.

Days and times, 3rd term's art classes (1 session per week).
Children may come to the classroom used for art straight
after school (Class 8 room). Classes start starts Friday 20th
July, and children may join in the second lesson or later.
● Friday 12.55 pm – 1.55 pm (Kindergarten, Classes 1 and 2)
● Friday 2 pm – 3 pm (Classes 3 and 4 mainly, but also
Kindergarten, Classes 1 and 2)
● Friday 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm (an overlap class for Classes 5, 6
and 7)
● Friday 3.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Classes 5, 6 and 7 or higher, as
well as all other classes)
● Saturday 10.30 am – 11.40 am, or 11.50 am if they stay for a
socialising break (6 – 13 yrs)
Also in Constantia (the Wynberg side) for all age groups on a
Thursday starting 19th April.
Fees are R850 a term, including materials and firing. Visitors
or ‘try-out’ pupils are welcome at R110 a lesson. Detailed
newsletters and flyers can be found in the foyer. For more
information contact Sue [MPhil in Education (Teaching) UCT
and trained Waldorf teacher] 021-7946609, 083-2377242 or
snepgen@xsinet.co.za

Opinions in this newsletter belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

10

Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

2018

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday

KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

PS Primary School

:::

Friday
15

JUNE

16

Eid al-Fitr

18

19

20

21

Primary School
early closing 12.30pm

Class 2 Second-hand sale
Class 7 Play TBC
Diversity Circle Meeting

Coming of Age Parents

TERM 2 ENDS PG & KG

ST JOHN'S FESTIVAL
6.15 for 6.30pm
Coming of Age Students

25
2
9
16

TERM 3 STARTS All classes

26
3
10
17

27
4
11
18

24

25

Class 4 Parents Meet

Links Meeting

Youth Day

23

Sunday
17

(Father's Day)

24

TERM 2 ENDS
PS & HS 11.30pm

Class 12 Play
The Canterbury Tales

28
5
12
19

29
6
13
20

26

27

Nelson Mandela Day

Coming of Age Parents

23

22

HS High School

Saturday

Class 12 Play
The Canterbury Tales
(Final night)

30
7
14
21

Coming of Age Students

1 JULY
8
15
22

Craft Workshops

28

29

Coming of Age Camps

Matric Parents Meet 6-8pm Coming of Age Parents 8pm

Coming of Age Camps

Coming of Age Students

30

31

Coming of Age Camps

1

AUGUST
Michael Oak AGM

Coming of Age Camps

7

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

Class 5 Parents meet

Shakespeare Week

3

Day of Arafaah

Eid al-Adha

17

23

24

Combined Colleges Meet Class 10 Bonfire Night Market

TCF Meeting

Parzival Camp

Parzival Camp

8

2
9

TERM 4 STARTS All classes
Class 12 Dinner

15

Craft Pricing

16

Sukkot

Links Meeting

21

Coming of Age Student
Feedback

4
11

24

29

30

31

Greek Play
Primary Sch Camp Week Primary Sch Camp Week

5

6

Trustees
Greek Play

Primary Sch Camp Week

7

19

Class 3 Play 11am

Regional Meeting at Imhoff

25

26

Craft Workshops
Raksha Bandhan
1 SEPTEMBER 2
Janmashtami

Shakespeare Week

8

9
Parzival Camp

15

16

22

23

Craft Workshops

Primary Festival & Term end

Class 12 Presentations

Class 12 Presentations

Sukkot

28

29

Sukkot

Sukkot

30

5
12

6
13

7
14

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

1 NOVEMBER

2

3

4

Valedictory Assembly
Valedictory Dinner

18

Class 5 Language Sharing
at Stellenbosch

Craft Workshops

Craft Workshop

MICHAEL OAK FAIR

Greek Play

Greek Play

Primary Sch Camp Week

Primary Sch Camp Week

8
Divali

18

Class 12 Presentations

3
10

23

12

Ganesh Chaturthi

27

22

Matric Visual Arts
Moderation

Class 10 Music Evening

KG Festival & Term End

Fincom

11

Parzival Camp

20

26

17

5

Coming of Age
Student Feedback

14

Muharram

Matric Final Drama Prac Exam

Class 4 Play

13

Yom Kippur
Heritage Day / Sukkot
1 OCTOBER

Shakespeare Week

7

Playgroup Parents meet

19

31

Shakespeare Week

Links meet

12

School Holiday

Coming of Age
Student Feedback

Coming of Age
Student Feedback

4

Coming of Age Camps

10

16

Parzival Camp

18

25

National Women's Day

6

Rosh Hashana

24

Cl 8 Second Hand Market

30

5

11
Rosh Hashana

Trustees

9

KG Parents Meet
Shakespeare Week

Shakespeare Week

Parzival Camp

17

Fincom

29

4

10

8

3
Coming of Age Camps

Coming of Age Camps

6

Class 2 Parents Meet

2

9
KG Biggies Campout

Class 1 Sharing

10

Class 2 Sharing

Parent Intro Talk

11

Class 10 Orange
River Trip

11
12

13

14

HS Camps

HS Camps

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

19

20

Fincom

15

Class 4 Parents Meet

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

21

22

27

3

4

Eurythmy Project
Dress Rehearsal
Shepherd's Play

28
5

23

Eurythmy Sharing at CWS

Eurythmy Project
Performance

6

Playgroup Advent Spiral
Star Tree Festival

30
7

Biggies Farewell

18

Class 3 Sharing

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

24

25

Class 5 Sharing

Nursery Sunset Picnic

29

HS Soiree

17
HS Camps

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Trustees

26

16

1 DECEMBER

2

8

9

KG Festival

TERM 4 ENDS

ALUMNI CORNER
Past Michael Oak pupil Nicola Elliott is running a campaign a take a dance performance to children in under-resourced schools. It's called "Buy a
child a theatre ticket" and anyone can easily donate online at this link: www.thundafund.com/. This is what it's all about:
"Fingers and Toes, My Body Knows!" is a dance show for 1-4 year olds. Having been invited to perform at a festival in Japan, we're raising funds for our airplane
tickets by performing in Cape Town to children who don't normally get to witness theatre. Because their families can't afford theatre tickets, we're calling on our
communities to buy the tickets for them. Please give the gift of theatre to a deserving child. Please fund this show!
But what if I want to bring my child to the show? You can! Check out our rewards system and get invited to a special sponsor show! We'd so
appreciate if you could share our campaign widely and of course if you're able to be a backer that would be incredible. No contribution is too small.
Because everyone deserves theatre, especially little ones! "

Nicola, Siphumeze and Thalia (The "Fingers&Toes" team)
Nicola Elliott www.nicolaelliott.com
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We're looking for Singers
(and we're willing to look beyond "youth")
Like many other choirs the Cape Town Youth Choir goes through “membership cycles” – meaning that some years we might e.g. have a strong soprano section and
other years less so. CTYC is primarily committed to excellence. That is why we practice twice a week. One of the consequences of this is that the pool of people that are
able (and willing!) to audition gets smaller every year. Which is why we have decided to open the door to experienced choral singers to fill specific needs (as and when
those needs arise), regardless of their age.
Currently we are looking specifically for 2 nd basses to join us for our next “season” – we are working on an incredible programme that includes Whitacre, Mendelssohn,
Elgar, Erik Esenvalds and some other wonderful composers. Other experienced male voices are also welcome to apply to join in for this concert series. If you are
interested, an experienced choral singer, willing to audition and above all, willing and able to commit to two rehearsals a week, then please send an email to
info@ctyc.co.za.
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