Michael Oak
Waldorf School
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
No. 2
4 Marlow Road Kenilworth 7708 Cape Town

Tel. 021 797 9728

Returning to School
A Letter from the Covid Team
What a start to the year! Teachers have been back at school
preparing, changing and cleansing spaces, ready to receive
their classes on Monday.
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Class 6 Greek History
Main Lesson

At the end of last year, the school was determined to bring
all the children back to school without the constraint of split
classes – to this end, massive cleaning and moving of
furniture in the classrooms took place to enable full classes
to fit into the rooms, but alas, this was not to be!
With the concern around the variant strain of Covid, College
and the Covid team made the decision to once again split
classes in the Primary School. College also considered the
evidence that younger people might be more vulnerable to
the variant and decided to bring High School students back
on alternate days, thus easing the number of students in
class and on the grounds.
The fundamental principle that the school is concerned
with, in these dispensations, is the health of all the children,
support staff and teachers. Teachers form a particularly
vulnerable element in the health equation and as an
employer, and as colleagues, the Covid team and College
has the imperative to ensure their sense of safety and wellbeing while at school - creating more space in the
classrooms helps to facilitate this.

Above: Trojan Horse by Raeesah, framed page by Mila.
Below: Cover and Trojan Horse by Gabriel.

A further change in protocols this year sees the introduction
in the Kindergarten and Primary School of a Return to
School Card, which is explained in the communication from
the Primary School.
The Covid team has expanded this year as well, and now
consists of Pam Schneider, Vincent Message, Rob McCleod
from the High School, Alison Tobler from Kindergarten and
Leigh Moore from the Primary School. The team will be
joined by a parent representative as well as a member of
the support staff shortly. Jo Mostert remains as our Health
and Safety Consultant.
Regards,
The Covid Team

Office / Reception Hours
Back to Normal
Dear Parents, our Office and Reception hours are back
to normal, i.e. from 07h30 until 15h00.
Due to Covid-19 protocols, parents and visitors are
unfortunately not yet allowed on school property.
Should you need to visit, please make an appointment
(phone 021 797 9728) and wait at the main gate.

Wednesday
was baking
day for Class
6. Here's
Raeesah in
the kitchen.
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2020 Year‐end Parent Survey
Last year was an extraordinary and challenging time for so many of
us. Like many schools, Michael Oak was thrown into adjusting our
teaching methods to accommodate a distance-learning approach.
While easier for most High School students, this was more
challenging for those in Kindergarten and Primary School.

Purpose of survey
The College of Teachers sent out a survey to the entire parenting
body – parents, caregivers and guardians – at the end of November
last year. The purpose of the survey was to gauge how the school
community was doing and how you had managed over the past
year. It also was to help us get a sense of possibilities and
opportunities available for the coming year. The different types of
questions ensured parents could provide additional information if
they felt the need.

Limitations
With all surveys there are limitations, the most obvious being that
one survey for all parents in the school from Playgroup to Class 13
is naturally challenging, as the experience of every parent and child
in each Faculty is different. Although 60% of Michael Oak families
have only one child in the school, there are parents with children in
two or more classes and with children in different faculties. Being
cognisant of the challenge of answering the survey questions for
more than one child helped and will continue to help us unpack
the responses we have, and thus improve the process for future
engagements the school will have with the parenting body.

Findings
One quarter (134) of the parent body filled in the survey: 47% of
Kindergarten, 56% of Primary, and 36% of High School. Per class
parent participation in the survey varied greatly with Classes 1
(82%), 5 (70%), 3 (65%), 4 (56%), and 10 and 11 (both 50% of the
class samples) having the highest parent participation.

The responses both confirmed and informed the school of the
overall opinions, beliefs and feelings of parents in the school
community. The overwhelming majority (80%) of the respondents
supported the school, the decisive action we took and our timeous
communication of actions during 2020 as a result of lockdown and
COVID. However, there was a small number of parents (6%) who
shared dissatisfaction with the way the school has conducted itself
during this year. The College of Teachers is in communication with
this group of respondents.
Of the 14% who provided a ‘Neutral’ response, many of these were
families with two or more children in the school and who thus had
differing experiences. In addition, where a question asked for a
response to more than one issue or the interpretation of questions
was different to its intention, a neutral response was provided.
Responses to ‘COVID in the home’ questions resulted in almost
equal Yes/No responses: 49% experienced financial hardship; 49%
found it stressful becoming the teacher; and 47% felt isolated
during lockdown. 60% did not find using the online platform
stressful, 66% found the online lessons provided daily structure but
76% did find it stressful working whilst supporting the online
learning process.
There is more for us to learn from the information we have
gathered and we will be doing this in the coming months. The
School’s approach over the past year has not only been a matter of
keeping in line with national regulations, but of remaining
conscious of the need to be inclusive of the diverse needs of our
school community. The survey suggests that the school has mostly
succeeded in doing this.
Michael Oak thanks all the parents who participated in this survey.
The College of Teachers

We Welcome New Staff
Hello everyone, I come from the north in Limpopo
province. My home language is Tshivenda. I have
joined Michael Oak as a High school teacher
(Maths and Physical Science) coming from St
Stithian's College in Johannesburg. I am happy to
be here at Michael Oak and have received a warm
welcome. Looking forward to a successful
relationship with the Michael Oak community!

Takalani Mulidzi

Sarah FergusonBrown

I am a Visual Art and Maths teacher from Cape
Town. I studied Fine Art at Michaelis, UCT. I have
recently returned from teaching Art at an
international school in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
My specialisation is printmaking and I'm hoping to
use this to enhance the Art department at Michael
Oak.

We would also like to welcome Gayle Mohamed who is assisting in
the accounts office for a few weeks.

Class Photos from 2020
Class photos were distributed to all classes shortly after school
closed in December. If you did not receive yours please send an
email to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

Letter from the
Primary School Faculty
Dear Parents
We are looking forward to welcoming the children back to school,
and embracing them in the warmth of our class communities. This
letter contains some important information for you to familiarise
yourself with before Monday.
As we are now returning to school full time, there will be no online
or distance schooling offered. All our teachers will be offering the
full curriculum during the school days on campus.
Closing Times
Do take note of the closing times for this year. Much thought and
care has gone into the structures of our time tables, and thus the
closing times are a result of careful planning.
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New Therapy room across the road
in Sheerness House
Julia O'Leary, Eurythmy Therapist at Michael Oak, has moved
from her Therapy room in the high school into a wonderful space
in the new house. She will share this space with Tina Bohm who
will bring The Extra Lesson to children needing remedial support.
In these trying times Eurythmy Therapy can help you significantly
with boosting your immune system as well as helping with
anxiety. Eurythmy therapy plays an important role in countering
technology and materialism, strengthening one's life forces and
promoting one's development.
Do visit our new home especially if you have queries or would
want therapy for yourself or your child.

Top: Julia repainting
the outside of the new
therapy room,
Sheerness House.

Arrival Procedure
This term we are introducing the Come to School Card. On this card
are the required screening questions that must be completed
before any child can enter the school property. For the smooth
running of arriving at school in the mornings, each child will be
requested to show their Come to School Card at the gate which you,
dear parents, must complete each morning. Each card covers one
week from Monday to Friday.

Left: The passage
and new therapy
room.

Each child will receive a booklet of these cards from their teachers
on Monday, 1st February. Please come to school on Monday 1st
February with your Return to School Form.

How the Come to School Card works:
• Must be completed daily before school.
• Must be shown at the gate before entry.
• Temperatures will still be taken at the gate, and sanitizer will be
dispensed. If a temperature is measured as 38 degrees or higher,
the child will be asked to go home and may not be at school.
• When completing this card, please be sure to indicate NO or X
when there are no symptoms.
• Please be sure to indicate YES (or tick) when symptoms are
present.
From Monday, there will be teachers present at the gate, welcoming
the children as they show their Come to School Cards and have their
temperatures measured.
With care,
Primary Faculty

Our Much‐Loved School Library
Dear Parents
We are looking at ways in which our School Library can be
used safely this year.
Step One: we need library
books to be returned.
Please scour your bookshelves
and return any outstanding
books – next week, if possible.
Thank you!
Derina Wille, Librarian.
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First Week at School: The new Playgroup and Kindergarten Class

First things ﬁrst: checking the paperwork, and getting a Covid check at the gate.

New friends, huge
sandpits, jungle gyms,
so much to do ... but
there's always time for a
mid-morning snack

Wet-on-wet painting by Layla

"I found real dinosaur bones and a
dinosaur tooth!"
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Class 12 English
Class 12's have just started reading Trevor Noah's autobiography Born a
Crime. They were asked to think about autobiographies in general -why do people write them? How are they different to other forms of
literature? Here is Meghan Miehe's initial response:

Sand, water, old gutters for aqueducts ... endless fun!
Time out with friends in the hammock

High School Prospectus

Dear High School
Parents,

The new High School Prospectus (digital version)
is available for download (5.5MB).

You are warmly invited
to attend our High
School Forum ZOOM
meeting on Tuesday, 2
February 2021, at 7 pm.

See 'Latest Posts' on our website (www.michaeloak.org.za)
or click on the image below.

A link will be sent closer
to the time via email.
We value your input and
look forward to seeing
you on Tuesday evening.
With kind regards
Claudia McCaig
High School Forum Chair
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Class 4

Local Geography Main Lesson

A Poem
by Alan Glatthorn
What is a teacher?
A guide, not a guard.
What is learning?
A journey, not a
destination.
What is discovery?
Questioning the
answers, not answering
the questions.
What is the process?
Discovering ideas, not
covering content.
What is the goal?
Open minds, not closed
issues.
What is the test?
Being and becoming,
not remembering and
reviewing.
What is learning?
Not just doing things
diﬀerently, but doing
diﬀerent things.
What is teaching?
Not showing them what
to learn, but showing
them how to learn.
What is school?
Whatever we choose to
make it.
– Allan Glatthorn (1924-2007)
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Class 3 Shelters Main Lesson

In their online lessons this week, Class 3s made shelters from clay.
(Note the 'cut-away view' above and top left)

1964
Discovered
upstairs during
the big clean-up:
A Fee Sheet from
1964.
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Lost Property
Class 3 will be
temporarily located
in the main hall
foyer which has
been turned into a

Lost property from last year
will again be put out on
display at the main gate
next week. We will have to
dispose of unclaimed items.

classroom.
Chris Mathimba is
cleaning the
chalkboard, and

FOUND ...
A pair of Magista soccer
boots, size 8. Please claim
from Reception.

soundprooﬁng was
installed in the foyer
to reduce noise from
the main hall.

DIY: Please Update Your
Details on our Database
Dear Parents & Guardians
We wish to encourage all parents to check their personal details
on our database via the Edana App. It is essential to update your
family/personal information if and where necessary in order for
us to contact you in case of emergency. For those parents who
haven’t managed to download the app, please follow the steps
below.
Download the Edana parent portal app from https://
play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.edadmin.parentapp onto your mobile device
from Playstore :

Invitation to All Michael Oak Parents
Dear Parents,
We invite you to make use of the Leaﬂet to
advertise your business.
Whether you are an IT specialist, tax consultant,
bookkeeper, dressmaker, electrician, web-designer
– or whatever your speciality – please use these
pages to tell everyone what you can oﬀer.
We are sure there will be someone in our
community who can make use of your services.
Send your details to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

https://play.google.com/?hl=en&tab=r8&authuser=0
Open your Edana parent portal.
The unique Code to use is 622684
Register by using your cellphone number or email address. You
will be sent a once off code via the method of registration that
you selected for instant access.
Click on My Profile and make changes if necessary. You may
activate the “Directory Share” option if you want your contact
details to be visible to other parents.
PS: For those Parents unable to access the app. forward your
updated details (address, cell, email) to info@michaeloak.org.za
Kind regards

Faiza Abdurahman
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ADVERTISING IN THE
LEAFLET:
Donations for
Community Notices
Requires the service of a qualiﬁed and experienced
Part-time Woodwork Teacher
The successful candidate will need to adhere to the ethos of the

Please note that all advertisers are
expected to offer a contribution to our
Bursary Fund. Minimum donation
R30.

school and promote the holistic development of the learners.

Please use these bank details for EFT
transfers:

Please submit detailed C.V to the school

Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900,
Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School
Fundraising.

via email: cot@khanyisaschool.co.za
before Monday, 15th February 2021

Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published in the Leaflet for a

Preference will be given to trained and experienced woodwork

maximum of 3 insertions per school term.

teachers.
Applicants should be ﬂuent in English and Afrikaans.
If you have not heard from the school after 2 weeks, please
consider your application unsuccessful. Khanyisa Waldorf
School has the right to withdraw the post at any time.

DEADLINE for all adverts is
Thursday 12 noon
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Upcoming Online Workshops

Book now to experience the fruits of Michael's life-long love and study!
From our little village of McGregor in South Africa he can now share
country- and world-wide.
For further information contact Michael: kallosophiamg@gmail.com
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EXTRAMURAL ART FOR MICHAEL OAK : TERM 1, 2021
With the second wave and the closure of schools, we
will start off remotely, with Zoom or without Zoom,
both in a child-friendly way. Materials and equipment
are supplied if needed.
1st term projects: The programme is still to be
finalised, and will include a variety of 3-D and 2-D
projects on marine and other themes, using different
techniques and materials (chalk pastels, paints,
mixed media, sketching equipment, etc.). There will
be depth in the introductions for the projects, and
artworks shown.
Last term’s projects included artworks inspired by
recent travel and outings in various media
(watercolour paints, ink tablets, liquid inks, pencils),
as well as outdoor painting and sketching with a
similar variety of media. See accompanying
photographs of artworks.
Projects are age appropriate with differentiation as
to what the younger and older pupils do. The
emphasis is on fostering creativity, self-esteem and
enjoyment of art, while learning techniques and a
sense of aesthetics. Generally on offer are a variety
of media, themes and 2-D and 3-D projects, including
those about the natural environment (Sue’s
speciality), and inspired by South African, African and
other artists, as well as current exhibitions (such as
at Norval Foundation Art Museum). Do remember
you can put in requests.

Provisional days and times for the 1st
term's art classes, (8 weeks):
1 session per week. Maximum 6 per class. Children
may join in later (pro-rata fees), and catch up missed
lessons. Lesson times will be consolidated later.
• Wednesday 2.45pm - 3.45pm or 4.15pm - 5.15pm
• Thursday 2.30pm – 3.30pm or 4.00pm - 5.00pm
• Friday 2.30pm - 3.30pm or 4.00pm - 5.00pm
• Saturday 10.30am – 11.30am or 12pm to 1pm
Zoomless remote classes can be done at any time.
Fees are R940 a term (still a reduction from the
beginning of last year), including materials needed
and firing. Visitors or ‘try-out’ pupils are welcome at
R120 a lesson.

For more information, contact Sue
[MPhil in Education (Teaching) UCT
and trained Waldorf teacher].
Phone: 021-7946609;
WhatsApp messages: 083-2377242;
email snepgen@xsinet.co.za

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

